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died some years ago, he was verging ninety years, 
lie and his faithful wife sleep in the family burial 
ground near their last home on earth, the scene of 
much of their life's toils and mutual joys and sorrows. 


DANIEL KERR, 

Acknowledgements are due Samuel Sutton and Mrs 
Harvey Curry, near Dunmore, for the following items 
that may rescue from oblivion the memory of a very 
worthy and useful pioneer of upper Pocahontas. This 
was Daniel Kerr, who located soon after the Revolu¬ 
tion on the upper end of the immense estate now own¬ 
ed by Uriah Hevener. 

It seems very probable he came from Rockbridge 
County. He established a mill, saw mill, and black¬ 
smith shop on the Little Rack Creek branch of Deer 
Creek, and his place became a centre of industry for a 
wide region. 

He was married twice. The first wife was a Miss 
Kirkpatrick, of Anthonys Creek. Their children were 
Robert, John, William, Thomas, and James. Daniel 
Kerr’s second wife was a Miss McKamie, of Rock¬ 
bridge, a very sprightly and attractive person. Her 
children were David, Daniel, Nancy, Betsy and Mary. 

He was a sincerely pious person, and the close of 
his life was very touching. He had asseinnled his 
family for domestic worship. Upon finishing the 
S cripture lesson he kneeled for prayer, and for a long 
int erval he was silent. Upon going to him in that 
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position be was found to be speechless and helpless. 
Much of the time after this he appeared to take very 
little notice of what was going on, and seemed unable 
to recognize friends. One day there was a gleam of 
intelligence and he uttered these words: “Farewell to 
all,” and then lapsed into silence, and not long there¬ 
after died so gently he had been dead some minutes 
before the fact was realized. 

Andy Hughes now lives on or near the site of the 
old Kerr home. Daniel^ son, Robert Kerr, settled on 
a part of the old place, and finally moved west. John 
Kerr went to Augusta County, and lived there, and 
then moved to Missouri. William Kerr married a Miss 
Gillespie, and settled the place now occupied by As- 
bury Sheets. His family was composed of three sons 
and two daughters. These sons, Jacob, George, and 
Andrew now live in the vicinity of the old home place. 
Mary Ann, one of these daughters, married Henry 
Sheets. The other daughter, Rachel, married a Mr 
Armstrong, in Highland County. 

Thomas Kerr, another son of the pioneer, married a 
Miss Foglesong, -of Greenbrier, and settled where 
James Kerr now resides, near the road to the top of 
Alleghany. His family consisted of three sons and 
two daughters. The sons are Robert, George, and 
James. The daughtel-s are Mrs Phoebe Phillips and 
Mrs Mary Wooddell. Robert has been quite a travel¬ 
ler over most of the western States and territories, and 
now owns valuable lands in upper Pocahontas. 

Lieutenant Robert D. Kerr, a son of James Kerr, 
graduated with distinction from West Point, in 1898, 
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being assigned to the engineer branch of the service, 
lie was ordered to the Philippines, and died on board 
a troop ship, in August, 18fl8, and was buried in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Miry Kiiv, of th3 pn.i3.jr fa nily, became Mrs War¬ 
wick Wolfenberger. Her brother, James Kerr, lived 
in Greenbrier, not far from Lewisburg. 

David W. Kerr, one of the younger members of 
Daniel Kerr's family, lived for years near Greenback, 
and was a person of high reputation. He was a car¬ 
penter by trade, yet by diligent self improvement he 
rose to be a person of prominence as a member of the 
county court, Colonel of the Militia, ruling Elder in 
the church, faithful teacher in Sabbath schools, and 
leadei in prayer meetings. His daughter Maggie be¬ 
came the wife of Rev J. C. Carson, a well known 
minister in West Virginia and Tennessee. Adolphus 
Kerr, M. D., of Millboro Depot, is his son, and his 
brother and mother reside there also. 

Colonel Kerr’s wife was Eliza Whitman, daughter 
of William Whitman, on Anthonys Creek. Mr Whit¬ 
man w T as a native of Orange County, Goshen Town¬ 
ship, New’ York. He was a remarkable person, and 
his influence was for good wherever he lived. 

The blessing called down by the good old pioneer 
abide with his descendants to the third and fourih gen¬ 
eration. fcl The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting 
to everlasting to those who remember his command¬ 
ments to do them.” 
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MICHAEL CLEEK. 

The ancestor of the Cleek relationship in Pocahon¬ 
tas County was Michael Cleek, who was one of the 
earlier pioneers ty occupy the attrative portion of the 
Knapps Creek valley adjacent to Driscol, and came 
from Bath County. His wife was Margaret Hender¬ 
son Crawford, whose father was from Lancaster, Pa., 
and lived in Bath County, near Windy Cove. 

Michael Cleek opened the lands comprised in the 
Peter L. Cleek, William H. Cleek, and Benjamin F. 
Fleshman properties—the persons just named being 
his grandchildren. With the exception of two or three 
very small clearings, it was a primitive, densely un¬ 
broken forest of white pine and sugar maple. He 
built a log cabin on the site of the new stable, and 
some years subsequently reared a dwelling of hewn 
timber, now the old stable at Peter L. Cleek’s. The 
late John Cleek, father of Peter and William, and who 
was the oldest of the family, could just remember 
when his parents settled here. They came out by the 
way of Little Back Creek, crossing the Alleghany 
Mountain opposite Harper’s. His mother carried him 
in her lap, horseback, all the way from Windy Cove. 

Michael Cleek’s family consisted of three sons, 
John, William, and Jacob; and three daughters, Eliz¬ 
abeth, Barbara, and Violet. 

Elizabeth married Jesse Hull, of Anthony’s Creek. 
Their children were William Crawford, John, who 
died in the war; Jesse, Andrew, Mrs Margaret Me- 
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Dermott, on Little Anthonvs Creek; Mrs Eveline 
Fleshman, Mrs Alcimla Stephenson, of Bath County; 

and Mrs Charlotte Fertig, of Anthonvs Creek. 

Barbara and Violet, the other daughters of the 
pioneer Michael Cleek, died in early childhood of the 
“cold plague,” and their brother Jacob died of the 
same disease, aged eighteen years. 

William Cleek never married, and spent most of his 
life with his brother John. The attachment these 
brothers had for each other was noticed and admired 
bv all their acquaintances. They never seemed so 
well contented as when in each others company. His 
wit and good humor was remarkable. If all his funny 
harmless anecdotes could be recalled and written up, 
the result would be a very humorous book indeed, and 
nobody’s feelings wounded thereby. He could be 
fecetious without hurting any one's feelings a gift 
rarely possessed by humorists. He told most of his 
jokes on himself. 

It now remains to make further mention of John 
Cleek, the eldest son of William Cleek’s pioneer home. 
He married Phcebe Ann Lightner, a daughter of Peter 
Lightner. 

John Cleek spent his life on the home farm. His 
family consisted of three sons, Peter Lightner, William 
Henderson, and Shelton Washington. The daughters 
were Mary Ann, Caroline Elizabeth, Alcinda Susan, 

Margaret Eveline, aad Eliza Martha. 

Mary Ann was first married to Josiah Herold. She 

was left a widow, and afterwards married William C. 
Hull. Her daughters are Mrs Patterson Poage and 
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Mis Tokey Hull. 

Caroline Elizabeth married the late Lanty Lockridge. 

Alcinda Susan married Hugh Dever, and is now in 
Nebraska. 

Margaret Eveline married Renick Ward, late of 
Randolph County, and lives in Colorado. 

Shelton W. Cleek died in infancy. 

William H. Cleek married Margaret Jane Fleshman. 
He died in 1899. 

Peter L. Cleek married Effie May Amiss. The 
pleasant home occupied by them is near the original 

site, across the valley from the public road, and near 
the foot hills of the Alleghany. Formerly the main 
road passed by the old Cleek homestead, crossing and 
recrossing the valley for the convenience of the resi¬ 
dents. Thus the traveler would cover a good many 
miles in making but little progress in direct distance, 
as matters were in former times. 


THOMAS McNEIL f 

The McNeil relationship on Swago trace their ances¬ 
try to Thomas McNeil, who came to Swago from 
Capon Valley, Frederick County, between 1768 and 
1770. His parents, whose names can not be recalled, 
came from Scotland. Thomas McNeil's wdfe was Ma¬ 
ry Ireson, from Franklin County, Virginia. 

About 1770 Thomas McNeil entered three hundred 
acres of land and settled where Joseph Pennell now 
lives, and built the house occupied a few years since 
by the samily of the late William McNeil, one of his 
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grandsons. His family of sons and daughters were 
widely scattered in the course of years, but wherever 
they went became useful citizens. His sons were Jon¬ 
athan, Absolem, Enoch, and Gabriel, and the daugh¬ 
ters were Naomi and Mary. 

Naomi became Mrs Smith and Mary was married to 
William Ewing, and both went to Ohio, 

Gabriel married Rebecca Stephenson and settled 
where Jonathan McNeil now lives, then moved to 
Jackson County, Ohio, where he became a well known 
citizen. From information furnished by one of his 
grand-daughters we learn that he was the first surveyor 
of his adopted county, and one of the most prominent 
of the pioneers. Gabriel McNeil was a civil engineer, 
machinist, chemist, botanist, farmer, physician, and 
preacher, and not a quack in any one, says a writer in 
the Jackson County paper, who had been on a visit to 
the neighborhood where Dr McNeil had lived. 

Enoch McNeil married Jane Moore, and settled on 
what is now known as the “Enoch Place,” a section 
of the original homestead, but finally moved to Jack- 
son County, Ohio. 

Absolem married Comfort Smith, and went West. 

Jonathan, senior son of the pioneer Thomas Mc¬ 
Neil, married Phoebe Moore, a daughter of Moses 
Moore, and settled at the Swago Mill, now held by 
WithrowMcClintic. He appears to have been an en¬ 
terprising person. Milling, weaving, fulling cloth and 
powder making were carried on under his supervision. 
Coverlets woven by one Jones are still to be found.— 
Mrs Phoebe McNeil survived her husband many years. 





HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


383 


She was born February 13, 1774, and claims to have 
been 13 years of age at the time of the Drinnan raid, 
when James Baker and the Bridger boys were killed. 
The sons of Jonathan and Phoebe McNeil were John, 
William, Moore, and Preston. Preston, while a little 
boy three or four years of age, was drowned near the 
mouth of Dry Creek and his body was found some dis¬ 
tance below, near the fording. 

John McNeil married Rebecca McNeil, from Frank¬ 
lin Co., Va., and settled on Dry Creek at the place 
now occupied by his grandson, Charles McNeil. He 
was prominent in his church, the Methodist Episcopal; 
a member of the court, a faithful and competent school 
teacher, and possessed knowledge of medical remedies 
and at a time when physicians were no nearer than 
Frankford or the Warm Springs. His services freely 
given were of great comfort and relief to the suffering 
before regular attention could be had. Mrs Anna 
Moore, near Marlinton; the late Mrs Jane Kennison 
on Dry Creek; Mrs Naomi Dillev, near Dilleys Mill; 
the late Washington McNeil, on Buck’s Run, where 
Joseph B. McNeil now lives; the late John McNeil, 
Jr., merchant at Hillsboro, were his children. There 
were other sons and daughters whose names are not 
in the writer’s possession. 

Moore McNeil first married Martha McNair, of Au¬ 
gusta county, and settled on Dry Creek, near the 
mouth. His second marriage was with Nancy Auld- 
ridge, daughter of William Auldridge, ancestor of the 
Auldridge connexion in our county. By this mar¬ 
riage there were two daughters and one son. Clark 
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died in early manhood. Phoebe Ann was married to 
Reuben E. Overholt; Nancy Jane became Mrs W. R. 
Overholt. 

William McNeil married Nancy Griffey, from Frank¬ 
lin county, Virginia, a daughter of a Swiss soldier who 
came over with the Marquis Lafayette, arid remained 
to became a citizen of the United States. They settled 
on the Thomas McNeil homestead. He was a popular 
school teacher, and among the earliest of his profession 
in the present limits of our county. He taught a 12- 
months school at the Marony Place, and had among 
his scholars the late Martha Adkisson, Agues Gay and 
Andrew Gay, brother and sister of the late John Gay. 
Martha Young boarded with her sister Mrs Elizabeth 
Cochran. The Gays boarded with Jonathan McNeil, 
at the Mill. The Buckleys went to this school also.— 
William McNeil died a lingering and painful death of 
cancer. The sous of William and Nancy McNeil were 
Jonathan, James, Claiborne, and Moore. The daugh¬ 
ters were Jane, Elizabeth and Agnes. 

Jane McNeil was married to John E. Adkisson, and 
settled on the head of Swago. She became the moth¬ 
er of a worthy family of sons and daughters, was much 
esteemed for her amiable character, and died a few 
years since greatly lamented. 

Elizabeth was married to Solomon Cochran, sou of 
Isaac Cochran on Droop Mountain, and settled in Har¬ 
rison county, where she died but recently, after sever¬ 
al years of widowhood, greatly missed by attached 
friends and children. 

Jonathan McNeil married Angelina Adkisson, 
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daughter of the late Daniel Adkisson, at the 
h3aJ of S.vigo, and they settled on the old 
homestead near Buckeye, where he now resides. Mrs 
Aaron Kee and Mrs John Buckley are their daughters. 
Rev Asa McNeil, William, Daniel, Doc, Ulysses, 
Enoch, aad the late McNeil were their sons. 

Captain James McNeil, second son of William Mc¬ 
Neil, the teacher, married Sarah Young, and settled 
on a section of the homestead, where he now lives. 
After her lamented decease, he lived in Nicholas 
County a number of years, employed in house joining. 
At the opening of the war between the States he en¬ 
listed in the Confederate service in a volunteer compa¬ 
ny at Summersville as a lieutenant. Upon the reorgan¬ 
ization he was elected captain. He became a prisoner 
of war at the battle of Dro >p Mountain, an l was kept 
at Fort Delaware a long and tedious time. His second 
marriage was with Mrs Fannie Perkins, and he came 
back to the old home near Buckoye. His son Douglas 
is employed as clerk in a government department at 
Washington. For years Captain McNeil has been dis¬ 
abled by rheumatic affection, but the worthy old veter¬ 
an’s heart is still warm with sympathy for the 4 ‘lost 
cause. ” 

Claiborne McNeil married Elizabeth Adkisson, and 
lives near Buckeye, on the place bequethed him by his 
relative, “Little John” McNeil. Their daughter 
Charlotte is the wife of Joseph Pennell, who lives on 
Dry Creek. Their sons were the late Joshua B. and 
D. T. McNeil, and Senator N. C. McNeil, of Marlin- 
ton. His second marriage was with Margaret Griffin. 
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Moore McNeil, the youngest son of William the 
teacher, became a preacher, and entered the itineracy 
under the auspices of the Methodist Protestant church, 
and traveled many years with marked success and ac¬ 
ceptance in the counties of West Virgiuia bordering 
the Ohio River. His wife was Miss Eliza Jane Don¬ 
aldson. At the present time he resides at Smithville, 
in Ritchie County. He is however still vigorous, and 
performs much ministerial service, in connexion with 
the duties laid upon him by the care of a large family 
and the management of extensive farming operations. 

Thus we have traced the history of Thomas McNeil, 
the pioneer of Swago, as exemplified by brief allusions 
to those of his descendants whose names have been 
communicated to us. His name deserves honorable 
recognition for his courage in penetrating the danger- 
recesses of these forest wilds, at the time among the 
most exposed and dangerous points of the Indian 
frontier. He overcame difficulties and encouraged 
others to do the same, and showed how it was done. 
Then when this place came to be too narrow, his sons 
and daughters trained by him were fitted to make the 
best of the opportunities opened up on the Ohio fron¬ 
tier and were ready for them. 


WILLIAM A. GUM. 

The Gum relationship in Pocahontas consists of two 
groups, descendants of Jacob Gum and William A. 
Gum respectively. The group considered in this pa¬ 
per trace their ancestry to Williom A. Gum, who left 
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Highland County (then Pendleton) in 1831, and locat¬ 
ed on the Redden place near Green bank, now occupied 
by John Grogg. In 1841, Mr Gum moved to Back 
Alleghany and settled in the woods, and opened up 
lands now in the possession of his sons. 

Mrs Ga n was Elizabeth, daughter of Ja nes Higgins 
of Pendleton. They were the parents of one daughter 
and two sons: Margaret Elsie, James Henry, and 
Francis McBryde. 

' Margaret was first married to James A. Logan, and 
first settled on a section of the homestead. Her child¬ 
ren were John Commodore, who died in 1861 while 
quite young, and Elizabeth, who became Mrs E. O. 
Moore, and lived on Deer Creek near Greenbank. 

By her second marriage Mrs Logan became Mrs 
Gragg, and lives on Back Mountain near the hoim- 
stead. It is her mother in law, Mrs Zebulon Gragg, 
who is believed to be the oldest person now living in 
the county. 

James H. Gum fisrt married Sally Ann, daughter of 
Zebulon Gragg, and settled on a part of the home¬ 
stead. His second marriage was with Tilda Hoover, 
daughter of Abel Hoover, near Gillespie. He was a 
Confederate soldier, attached .to the 62d Regiment of 
mounted infantry, that formed a part of General Im- 
bodeifs command. 

Francis McBryde Gum first married Elizabeth Peck, 
from Lewis County, and settled on the homestead. 
There were two children by this marriage, James 
Floyd‘and Virginia Elizabeth, who are living near 
Montgomery City, Missouri. His second marriage was 
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with Caroline Amanda, daughter of Ellis Houchin. 
whose wife was Comfort Slaven Higgins. The 
Houchin family was from east Virginia. 

McBryde Gum was a Confederate soldier, and went 
out with the Greenbank company, known as Company 
G 31st Virginia Infantry. He volunteered in May, 
1861, and served throughout the war, and as he was 
wounded three times he is to be remembered as a bat¬ 
tle scarred veteran of that mysterious and strange war 
between the States. 

Those who are familiar with the history of the 31st 
Virginia Infantry, need not be reminded that no regi¬ 
ment in the service of the Confederacy has a more in¬ 
teresting and honorable record, or more frequently 
posted in the “deadly imminent breach” or more re¬ 
lied on in dire emergencies. 

Fortunately Mr Gum's wounds were slight and did 
not disable him for any length of time. The first 
wound was received in the bloody affair at Spottsyl- 
vania Court House. The second wound was iuflicted 
at Liberty, Bedford County, when General Hunter was 
repulsed at Lynchburg. The third wound was receiv¬ 
ed at the battle of Winchester. Instead of a wound, 
he had his mustache neatly and closely trimmed off by 
a minnie ball at the battle of Cold Harbor. Clippers 
might have done the trimming a little more in style, 
but not near so quickly. 

He was twice a prisoner of war. He was captured 
the first time at Uriah Hevener’s, in 1861, and parol¬ 
ed. The second time he was taken at his home on 
Back Mountain, in October, 1864. This time instead 
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of being released on parole, be was taken to Clarks¬ 
burg, where lie suffered many privations, and bad a 
‘plague of a time of it.” He blames the cook, how¬ 
ever, for the most of the hardships attending his im¬ 
prisonment. It seems that the cook was infected with 
the spirit of speculation that was so much in the air 
during war time, and saw a chance to realize some 
pocket money from the rations he drew at the commis¬ 
sary. While the cook would draw very liberal rations, 
he was excessively economical in feeding them out. 

There were but two meals a day, breakfast and sup¬ 
per. For breakfast the bill of fare consisted of a slice 
of very light bread, about four fingers broad, half tin 
cup of weak coffee, and a slice of bacon two fingers 
broad and not much longer. Supper was served at 4 
p. m., consisting uniformily of a tin cup of coffee and 
another small slice of bread, but no meat. It is but 
just to remark that all this was without the knowledge 
of the Federal officer in charge. An individual who 
had been in the Southern service was the cook, and 
took advantage of this opportunity to make a little 
something for himself. He had found out that Con¬ 
federates were in the habit of living on little or 
nothing, and to feed such was just to his advantage. 
He would make a nice thing of it and they would not 
know the difference, and would think they had gotten 
all that would be allowed. 

Thus with the cheerful assistance of McBryde Gum, 
the compiler of these sketches has had it in his power 
to illustrate the family history of William A. Gum, a 
worthy citizen of our county in his day. All who re- 
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member William A. Gum have a good word for him 
as a neighbor, friend, and substantial, prosperous citi¬ 
zen. The way he came to have a middle name is a 
little out of the usual order. When Dunkum & Co. 
had a store at Dnnmore, William Gum was a liberal 
dealer. There was another William Gum from the 
vicinity of Greenbank, and the merchant to note the 
difference and not get their accounts mixed, called the 
one from Back Mountain “William Alleghany’’ on his 
books. In settling he had Mr Gum to sign his name 
William A. Gum. From that circumstance he always 
thus signed his name in business affairs and in corres¬ 
pondence, and so got his middle name Alleghany long 
after he became a grown person. In studying the 
origin of names, it is interesting to find tjiat a large 
number of names have originated from where persons 
happened to live. 

Forty-nine years ago, in August, the writer spent an 
hour or two at his newly made home in the woods, and 
ever since there has been a beautiful picture in his 
mind of a truly contented man with his home and sur¬ 
roundings, endowed with the power of making himself 
and all around him pleasant and cheerful. 


JACOB GUM 

The second group of the Gum relationship are the 
descendants of Jacob Gum, who came from what is 
now Crabbottoin, in Highland County, soon after the 
war of 1812. Upon his marriage with Martha Houchin 
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be settled near Greenbank, on land now owned by C. 
A. Lightner. A part of Ins wife's patrimony were two 
colored girls, Delph and Daphne, and in their time 

colored people were curiosities in this region. Upon 
moving he settled on the place now held by Joseph 

Beard. 

Mr and Mrs Gum were the parents of seven sons 
and four daughters. The girls were Mary, Margaret, 
Nancy, and Nellie. 

Mary married Randolph Powhatan Bouldin, a jour¬ 
neyman shoemaker. 

Nancy married William Sutton, and lived on prop¬ 
erty lately occupied by Craig Ashford. Her children 
were Robert, George, Sherman, Eldridge, Anna, now 
Mrs Craig Ashford; Magnolia, and Mary. 

Margaret Gum married Charles Mace and went to 
Missouri. 

Nellie was a lifelong invalid. 

William M. Gum married Sal lie Tall man, and lived 
on Deer Creek. His children were George, Franklin, 
Samuel, Milton, Lee, Martha Jane, now Mrs W. J. 
Wooddell, of Addison; Caroline, who became Mrs La¬ 
fayette Burner; Ella, now Mrs Brown Trainer; Rebec¬ 
ca, now Mrs Lee Burner; Marietta, now Mrs Enos 
Tallrnan; and Nancy, who died at the age of four years. 

McBride Jackson Gum married Eliza Thomas, of 
Harrisonburg, Va., and spent much of his married 
life on Clover Creek. His family consisted of four 
sons and two daughters: Brown, William, Filmore, 
Woods, Agnes, and Caroline. McBride J. Gum was 
a gallant Confederate soldier, and served most of his 
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time in Captain J. W. Marshall's company. 

Jacob Gum, Junior, married Virginia Burke, and 
migrated to Ohio. 

diaries Gum married Jane Hartman and migrated 
to Ohio. He was a blacksmith by occupation. 

Gatewood Gum went to Ohio when a young single 
man and settled there. 

Robert N. Gum married Anna Riley and resides on 
the old Cooper farm, two miles east of Greenbank. 
Ilis sons are William, John, and Joseph. The daugh¬ 
ters are Elizabeth, who became Mrs Harry Burner and 
went to Wyoming; Mrs Anna Cooper, and Blanche. 

Robert N. Gum was a brave Confederate soldier in 
the 31st Virginia Infantry. On account of his cool¬ 
ness and self possession under fire he was frequently 
selected for ambulance service on the field in caring 
for the wounded. To be efficient for such a service 
requires more than ordinary nerve, and he was found 
to be well qualified for it. In times of peace he has 
become well known as a miller, and is now managiug 
tbe Hevener Mill, on the North Branch of Deer Creek. 

John E. Gum married Harriet Hudson, and lives on 
a section of the Bible place, two miles from Green- 
bank. He was a Confederate soldier in the 18th Vir¬ 
ginia Cavalry, under Colonel W. L. Jackson, and act¬ 
ed well his part amid the sufferings and privations that 
soldiers had to endure on the outposts during the war. 

From J. E. Gum the writer derived valuable aid fcr 
this sketch, as we sat on our horses one warm July 
morning, after a casual meeting in the public road. 

The Pocahontas groups of the Gum relationship 
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trace their ancestry to the Highland families of that 
name. These Highland families have for their pro¬ 
genitors pioneers who are believed to be from western 
Maryland, and among the earlier settlers of Pendleton, 
possibly antedating the Revolution. 


HENRY HARPER. 

Among the persons whose industry, economical hab¬ 
its, and wise management of diversified useful indus¬ 
tries did much for the development of our county, the 
name of Henry Harpe, Senior, is richly deserving or 
respectful notice. He was a native of Pendleton Coun¬ 
ty, a son of Nicholas Harper, a native of Germany, 
who lived on the South Branch. Henry Harper's wife 
was Elizabeth Lightner, daughter of William Lightner, 
Senior, on Back Creek. For a few years after his 
marriage he lived on the Branch. About 1812, Nich¬ 
olas Harper bought two hundred acres from Abram 
Duffield and Colonel John Baxter, on Knapps Creek, 
and on this purchase Henry settled. 

The young settlers from Pendleton County found a 
few acres of cleared land. The thickets of thorn and 
crab apple and wild plums were almost impenetrable. 
The sheep, pigs, and calves had to be penned by the 
house to protect them from wolves and bears. By pa¬ 
tient and persistent effort land was cleared and a home 
reared. 

At his suggestion, William Civey, of Anthonvs 
Creek, sunk a tan yard. Then Mr Harper established 
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a blacksmith shop and built the first tilt hammer in 
this region. This shop was carried on under his own 
personal supervision. Ralph Wanless, George Heven- 
or of Pendleton County, the late Anthony Lightner of 
Swago, and others, learned the trade with him, and 
were all good blacksmiths. Mr Harper also reared a 
flouring mill, which was operated by himself and son 
Samuel chiefly. Father and son were smiths and mill¬ 
ers and alternated in their work. William Gibson, late 
of Huntersville, and Henry Harper were the contrac¬ 
tors that built the Warm Springs and Huntersville 
turnpike sixty-five years ago. Captain William Coch¬ 
ran, late of Stony Creek, was their piincipal foreman 
and manager in construction. In the meantime the 
farm was duly attended to and much land cleared for 
grain and hay; additional lands bought and a splendid 
estate became his. 

He had a passion for hunting, which he indulged in 
merely for recreation. 

He died in 1859, agod 70 years. Mrs Harper fol¬ 
lowed her husband in 1876, aged 86 years. 

In personal appearance Mr Harper was of medium 
stature, somewhat stooped in the shoulders. His voice 
was soft and flute like in tone, very quiet and retiring 
in his manners and leisurely in his movements, and 
yet his establishment was a busy hive of industry, and 
all moved on like clockwork. 

His family consisted of five sons and four daughters: 
Elizabeth, Sally, Anna, and Susan. The sons were 
Jacob, William, Samuel, Henry, and Nicholas, who 
died at fourteen. 
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Jacob Harper married Lydia Civey, daughter of 
George Civey of Anthonys Creek, and settled on 
Meadow Creek, Greenbrier County, and finally mov:d 
to Monroe County, where his family yet resides. 

William Harper married Elizabeth Civey, sister of 
Jacob's wife, and settled on the farm now held by 
William L. Harper, near Sunset. His last years were 
passed on Greenbrier River at the Friel place, where 
his son William now resides. 

Samuel Harper married Malinda Moore, and lives 
on the old homestead, where he yet resides in the 87th 
year of his life. Their daughter Elizabeth Luena is 
the widowed wife of Rev James E. Moore. Sarah Ann 
married Washington Herold, near Frost. Matilda 
married Frances Dever. Their son, Preston Harper, 
married Lucretia Gum, daughter of Henry Gum, late 
of Frost. Frank Wilson Harper married Anna Gum, 
sister of Mrs Preston Harper. William Lightner Har¬ 
per married Emma, daughter of George Hamilton, 
near Sunset. 

Samuel Harper’s second wife was Margaret Jane, 
daughter of John Gum, of Highland County. Her 
daughter, America, married R. D. Rimel, and Virgin¬ 
ia, who died of diptheria at the age of five years. 

Henry Harper, Junior, married Phoebe Sharp, and 
lived on the place now owned by Reddv Goulet, near 
Sunset. Their children were Peter and Rachel Ann. 
Peter died in early manhood. Rachel Ann married 
William Herold, of Nicholas County, where she now 
lives. Henry Harper, Junior, died of an accidental 
wound, inflicted wdiile repairing a gate. 
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Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the pioneer, married 
the late James R. Poage, and lived tirst in the Levels, 
on land iiow held by Preston Clark, and then near 
Ed ray, where they both recently died. She was an in¬ 
valid for seventeen years from rheumatic affection, 
most of the time too weak to help herself. Her hus¬ 
band for many years spent most of the days and all of 
the nights a patient and helpful watcher at her bed¬ 
side. Her sons were J. R. Poage, Henry Poage, and 
William Poage. Their daughters: Elizabeth Poage, 
the tirst wife of Rev George P. Moore; Mary Poage, 
the wife of Amos Barlow; S irah Ann Po.igj, the first 
wife of George Baxter, near Edrav, and Amanda, first 
wife of Levi Waugh, on the old homestead. 

Anna Harper was the tirst wife of A. Washington 
Moore, n'ear Frost. Her daughter Sally married Za- 
ehariah Gum, son of the late Henry Gum. Her hus¬ 
band was killed by a falling limb, and she was left a 
widow with three small children. Mary Moore married 
John Varner at the Big Spring of Elk. Ella Moore 
married Benjamin Varner, and now lives in Iowa. 
Anna Moore is at home with her father, the venerable 
Washington Moore, near Frost. Newton Moore, Zane 
Moore, J. A. Moore, and Price Moore are his sons. 

Sally Harper married James Malcomb and located 
in Nicholas County, where her family now reside, so 
far as known. 

Susan Harper, the fourth daughter, married the late 
John D. McCarty, near Hillsboro. Their children 
were Ellis McCarty, the late Mrs G. H. Curry, and 
Della McC arty, who died a few years since. 
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Thus close for the present the notes on the Harper 
family. Something as to the improvements made un¬ 
der Henry Harper’s supervision may be interesting. 

The tannery shop was built by William Civey, son 
of George Civey, who built the grist mill. Robert 
Irvine and John Irvine built the saw mill, and the 
same parties put up the tilt hammer and shop. The 
residence near the road was built by John Irvine, and 
Chesley K. Moore erected the dwelling beyond the 
creek. 

The mill stones first used in the Harper mill were 
made by Adam Sharatt, near Friel's, on the Green¬ 
brier River. This person lived at the Sharatt place, 
three or four miles up the Greenbrier from Marl inton, 
where he had a mill. The first burrs were bought at 
John Bradshaw’s sale, near Huntersville. These hav¬ 
ing been used for years, Mr Harper replaced them by 
burrs brought from Rockingham County, Virginia. 
The Bradshaw burrs are now in Highland County, 
taken there years ago by Mr Shultz. Tne Harper mill 
succeeded the Poage mill, owned bv Peter Lightner. 
The rocks used by that mill are now on Cummings 
Creek, near Huntersville, taken there by the late Price 
McComb, and therefore must be among the oldest in 
the county—of their dimensions. 


JOHN H. CONRAD. 

This ancestor of the Conrad relationseip settled on 
the North Fork, just after the Revolution, on land 
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now occupied l#v Oscar L. Orndorf. It va* pree mpted 
land, and in the virgin forest. It is believed that he 
and his wife Elizabeth, whose family name not remem¬ 
bered, were from Maryland. They were the parents 
of three sons, Solomon, John, and David; and three 
daughters, Mary, Nancy, and Sally. Nancy and Sally 
died in youth. Mary became Mrs Charles Martin, 
lived a short while near the Conrad homestead, and 
then moved to the western part of this State. 

John Conrad went to Ohio, married and settled 
there. 

David Conrad died young. 

Solomon Conrad married Mary Hogsett Brown from 
near Parnassus, Augusta County. John Brown, her 
father, claimed all the land by preemption from Par¬ 
nassus to the head of Deer ( reek, and it was from him 

Harmon Conrad obt ed 1 homestead. Mr Brown 

moved to Montgomery County, and it was there Solo¬ 
mon Conrad was married, and settled soon after on 
the Conrad Homestead. They were the parents of 
three children, John, Margaret, and Mary Ann. 

John married Hulduh Sutton and settled on the east 
section of the Deer ('rook homestead. Their children 
were Charles, Emory, Marietta, and Alice. 

Charles married Hulduh Kerr, daughter of Jacob 
Kerr, and settled on Deer Creek. Emory married 
Eliza Wooddell, and lived near Liberty Church. Ma¬ 
rietta became Mrs Wilson Pugh, and lived on the 
homestead. Alice became Mrs Milton Gain, and set 
tied on the Deer Creek homestead. 

Margaret, daughter of Solomon Conrad, became Ad- 
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dison Nottingham's first wire. Her surviving child, 
Arnos, lives in Dakotah. 

Mary Ami Conrad became Mrs William Orndorf, 
and lived on the homestead. William Orndorf was 
from Tenuessee. He was a soldier in the Mexican 
War, going with a company from Memphis, led ly 
Captain William L. Lacey. One of Lacey's lieuten¬ 
ants was the person who afterwards in the Civil War, 
in the battle on Alleghany Mountain, was a captain of 
Artillery, and was killed in that action. Mary Ann’s 
children were Oscar, Margaret, Mollie, Esta, and 
Laura. Margaret became Mrs Samuel McAlpin, and 
settled at Cowen, Webster County. Mollie Orndorf 
became Mrs Schuyler Fitzgerald, and lives near Green- 
bank. Esta Orndorf married J. C. Crowley, and lives 
near Greenbank. Laura became Mrs Loriug Kerr, 
and lives on the Alleghany. Oscar Conrad married 
Nebraska Gum, and lives on the Deer ( reek home¬ 
stead. Their children are Lela, Mamie, and Cassie. 

Mrs Solomon Conrad was a lady of great piety and 
genteel deportment, and a model housekeeper. Solo¬ 
mon Conrad was one of the sterling citizens of the 
pioneer times. His experience in the war of 1812 was 
one of toil, danger, and lifelong sorrow. 

Drafted as a soldier, he was inarched to Norfolk,— 
over three hundred miles,—served his time faithfully, 
was honorably discharged, and walked back to his 
mountain home, infected with the deadly army fever, 
from which so few ever recovered of the mountaineers. 
He was just able to get home, and was at once pros¬ 
trated. The joys of the soldier's return were in a lit- 
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tie while changed to sadness. The entire family were 
seized with the fever, and David, Nancy, and Sally 
were borne to their graves very soon, one after tl>e 
other. Long as Solomon Conrad lived the memories 
of that sad home coming seemed to over shadow his 
spirit, and imparted a tone of subdued sadness to his 
demeanor. In mature life he made a profession of his 
trust in Christ and live! devoutly, honestly, and con¬ 
sistently. 

T1 lere is much reason for believing that Browns 
Mountain and Browns Creek derive their names from 
Solomon Conrad's father-in-law, John Brown, late of 
Montgomery County, elsewhere referred to. 


MICHAEL DAUGHERTY. 

Among the early permaneut settlers of Knapps 
('reek, and a person of some prominence in county 
affairs was Michael Daugherty. He was a native of 
Ireland and came from Donegal, and settled here 
about 1770. The property he owned is now in pos¬ 
session of Peter L. ( leek, William L. Harper, and the 
Kuckman sisters Margaret and Nancy. Mrs Daugh¬ 
erty was Margaret McClintic, whose parents lived near 
Staunton, Virginia. They were the parents of seven 
children, four daughters and three sons. 

Their daughter Martha became Mrs John Frame and 
lived in Nicholas County. 

Isabella Daugherty was married to William Nicholas 
and lived on Douthards Creek. The late Thomas 
Nicholas, on the Indian Draft, was one of her sons. 
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Elizabeth Daugherty became Mrs Adam Sharatt and 
located on the Greenbrier three miles above Marl inton, 
where he built a mill, traces of which yet remain. The 
dam remained long after the mill went out of use and 
went to ruins. It was finally destroyed as a nuisance. 
A more substantial structure of the kind perhaps was 
never constructed anywhere in this region. Thence 
the Sharatts went to Jacksons River, near the head¬ 
waters. 

Margaret Daugherty married William Ruckman and 

first lived in Highland, afterwards came to Knapps 
Creek to the old homestead. In reference to her fam¬ 
ily we have the following particulars: 

Isabella Ruckman died at the age of fourteen years. 
Mary Ann Ruckman, a very sprightly, interesting per¬ 
son, was an invalid from her early youth, and died but 
a few years since. Two other daughters, Margaret and 
Nancy Ruckman, live on the homestead. Michael 
Daugherty Ruckman married Jane Minter, of Cumber¬ 
land County, Virginia, and settled near Mingo, in 
Randolph County. Thomas Ruckman married Mary 
Minter, and settled in Cumberland County. Mrs Mat- 
tie Riggleman is his only surviving child. Samuel 
Ruckmau married Elizabeth Hall, near the Big Spring 
of Elk, and settled in Randolph County. Mrs Lula 
Swecker and her sister Ardelly Ruckman are her child¬ 
ren. Jesse Ruckman died at the age of thirteen years. 

In reference to the sons of Michael Daugherty, the 
pioneer, whose names were John, Samuel, and Wil¬ 
liam, we have this information: John Daugherty went 
to Kansas soon after its admission into the Union, mar- 
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ried Margaret Clark, and settled in that State. Samuel 
Daugherty died in early youth at the old home on Mill 
Run. William Daugherty married a Miss Collins and 
after living a few years on Knapps Creek, went to 
Wythe County, Virginia. Wellington G. Ruckman, 
who now lives near Sunset, is a great-grandson of Mi¬ 
chael Daugherty. 

It is believed that Michael Daugherty built the first 
tub mill, propelled by water power, anywhere in this 
whole region. The site was on Mill Run, near Sunset 
and eome traces of it yet remain. This mill seems to 
have been patronized by all sections of upper Poca¬ 
hontas, and had the reputation of being one of the best 
of its kind. 

It may be news to many of our esteemed readers 
that there was a “real old Irish gentleman” among 
those who endured the toils, privations, and perils that 
were peculiar to the early occupancy of this region, 
yet such appears to be the fact, as attested by authentic 
tradition. He grew to manhood having the privileges 
and advantages enjoyed by the sons of the Irish land¬ 
ed gentry. As far as possible he wished to have 
aristocratic usages in his home on the frontier. He 
was one of the few settlers that attended sales in Stan¬ 
ton or Culpepper Courthouse, where the services of 
passengers were put up at auction in order to secure 
the charges for transportation from foreign ports. If 
a passenger could pay all charges himself and show a 
receipt for the same, it became his patent of nobility 
in the new world; but if he could not, it seems he 
could not make good his claim to be one of “the qual- 
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ity,” some of us people used to hear so much talked 
about. In those old times when Michael Daugherty 
was living, if a person could pay his own way across 
the ocean, and hire or purchase the services of such as 
were less fortunate, then he was one of “the quality.” 
As he was able to do both, then Michael Daugherty 
was one of the first of the new fledged nobility that 
occupied the Knapps Creek region. 

With the notions peculiar to the Irish gentry, their 
young people felt it was essential to their comfort to 
have servants come and go at their bidding. Such a 
domestic arrangement was a pleasant shade in summer 
and a good warm fire in winter. The tradition is that 
Michael Daugherty was one of the first to enjoy the 
shade alluded to and the winter fires. 

It is believed by his descendants that his father had 
designed his son Michael for the Catholic priesthood, 
and with a view to this had given him special educa¬ 
tional advantages. Before receiving holy orders, the 
father died. It appears that in arranging the affairs 
pertaining to the settlement of the estate, in some way 
a serious disagreement arose between Michael and his 
step mother, and he thereupon received a portion of 
the gcods allotted him and he came to America, and 
seems to have been lost sight of the Donegal Daugher- 
tys. It is believed with good reason that could Mich- 
ael Daugherty’s descent have been shown to the satis- 
faction of the Irish Court of Claims, that his West Vir¬ 
ginia heirs would have come in for a handsome share 
of the ancestral legacies. 
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TIMOTHY McCARTY. 

The progenitor of the McCarty connexion, and one 
of the earliest pioneers in our county, Was Timothy 
McCarty, a native of Ireland. He settled on Knapps 
Creek previously to the Revolution, and was a soldier 
in that memorable war for independance. He could 
speak from experience that hard was the contest for 
liberty and the struggle for independance. With his 
humble hand he helped to make the history that forms 
one of the most instructive chapters in the annals of 
human endeavors for life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

His first marriage was with Nancy Honeyman, and 
settled on lands now in the possession of Wilson Rider 
and the Gibson brothers near Frost; thence moved to 
Browns Mountain and opened up the property now in 
the possession of Amos Barlow. 

By the first marriage there were seven sons: Daniel, 
Preston, Justin, James, Thomas,—the names of the 
other two not remembered. All of these sons were 
soldiers in the war of 1812 , and but one ever returned 
to Pocahontas—Daniel McCarty—to live. The rest 
either perished in the war, or went to Tennessee or 
Kentucky. 

Timothy McCarty’s second marriage was with Jane 
Waugh, sister of Samuel Waugh of the Hills, whose 
memoirs appear elsewhere. By this marriage there 
were thirteen children. The names of but eight are in 
hand: Eli, Reuben, Samuel, Jacob, Nancy, Jane, 
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Martha, and Salty. 

Nancy was married to Robert McClarv, a saddler at 
Millpoint, and finally went to Ohio. 

Jane became Mrs Harvey Casebolt, and after living 
awhile at the head of Locust Creek, went to one of the 
western counties of the State. 

Salty was married to Ezekiel Boggs, in Greenbrier. 

.Eli married Margaret Moore, and lived most of his 
married life on the place lately occupied by John Sim¬ 
mons, head of Stony Creek. His daughter Jane was 
married to John Simmons. * Robert, Amanda, Marga¬ 
ret, Calvin, Milton, Warwick, and Nancy are their 
children. 

Reuben McCarty lived and died unmarried. 

Samuel Waugh McCarty married Phoebe Moore, a 
daughter of “Pennsylvania*’ John Moore. Their 
children were James, George, Margaret, William, 
Elizabeth, and Peter. In reference to Samuel McCar¬ 
ty’s family the following particulars are available. 

James McCarty went to Ohio, married Mary Had¬ 
den, and thence went to Minnesota. His second mar¬ 
riage was with Melissa Overly. 

George McCarty, a Union soldier, 3d West Virginia 
Cavalry, Company I, was killed at the battle of Win¬ 
chester under Sheridan. 

William McCarty, a Union soldier, 10th West Vir¬ 
ginia Regiment, Company A, died at home, in 1861 . 

Margaret McCarty was married to James Curry, and 

they went to Kansas. 

Elizabeth McCarty, a life long invalid, but an indus¬ 
trious, nseful person, died a few years since at the old 
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homestead. 

Peter McCartv was a Union veteran, 3d West Vir¬ 
ginia Cavalry, Company I. He married Elizabeth 
Araminta Hill, daughter of Aaron Hill on Hills Creek, 
and resides on the homestead near Dilleys Mill. The 
names of their children are James William, Leanna 
Frances, Amos Hedrick, Albert Granville, Carrie Vir¬ 
ginia, and Mary Price. 

Jacob McCarty, son of Timothy McCarty, was a 
member of the West Virginia legislature in the recon¬ 
structive period. His first marriage was with Annie 
Boggs of Greenbrier, and lived on Droop Mountain. 
There were six children by this marriage: Samuel, 
Elizabeth, Mahala, Melissa, Julia, and Franklin. The 
second marriage was with Hannah Brock, of Droop 
Mountain. George and Fanny are the children by 
this marriage. George McCarty lives on the home¬ 
stead on Droop Mountain, overlooking the Hillsboio 
charming landscape. 

Miss Susie McCarty and her brothers, James H. and 
Thomas, teachers in the public schools, are the grand¬ 
children of Jacob McCarty. Their parents Samuel 
and Eliaabeth McCarty of Bruffeys Creek. 

Jacob McCarty, Esq., as already intimated was 
prominent in the political affairs of our county, soon 
after the war between the States. He seems to have 
been quite ready at repartee. Soon after his return 
from Wheeling, some one undertook to guy him in 
this fashion: 

“Well, Jake, you have been to the legislature and 
found out what a fool you are.” 
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“Yes,” rejoined Mr McCarty, “and that is more 
than you can say for yourself.” 

Daniel McCarty was the only one of the seven sons 

of Timothy McCarty that went to the war of 1812, and 
returned to Pocahontas permanently. His wife was 
Elizabeth, daughter of “Pennsylvania” John Moore, 
and they lived on Browns Mountain. Their children 
were George, John David, Margaret, Louisa, and Jane. 

George McCarty married Eliza Herold, and settled 
where Sheldon Moore now lives. The names of their 
children were Andrew, Lanty, Catherine, Ella, and 
Lillie. 

John David McCarty married Susan Harper and 
lived near Hillsboro. Their children were Ellis, the 
late Mrs Julia Curry, Sherman, who was drowned in a 
tan vat; Martha and Della, who died young. 

Margaret McCarty was married to Jeremiah Dilley, 
and lived near Mount Tabor. 

Louisa became Mrs Warwick Jackson. 

Jane was married to Henry Tomlinson and settled 
in Iowa. 

Daniel McCarty when in service was in the compa¬ 
ny commanded by Captain William Cackley, living at 
the time at Millpoint. He was greatly attached to his 
captain, and seemed never to tire in rehearsing the 
deeds of kindness and careful attention performed by 
his greatly esteemed captain. 

Among his war stories the old soldier seemed to take 
great delight in telling how the turkeys would make 
him run into camp, when he would be foraging for 
something fresh to eat for his messmates. In explain- 
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ing how this could be for a soldier brave as he claimed 
himself to have been, Daniel would wink one eye, fix 
his tobacco, and study awhile, and if it happened to be 
in a refreshment room, he would have to have a nip of 
thirty cent Kerrs Creek whiskey. 

When ready he would tell how he would bait fish¬ 
hooks with grains of corn, and then throw the line 
where the turkeys could see it, and when one w*ould 
take the bait it would start right for him, and he would 
break for the camp, and the old gobbler would never 
stop or let him alone until it was knocked on the head. 
Then it was his time to tackle the brave old critter and 
fix him for a turkey roast, for giving him such a scare 
and hard race. 

When it was insinuated that it took him a very long 
time to tell nothing much at last, his rejoinder would 
come quick as a flash: When there is nothing much 
to talk to it takes time to say nothing much, as the 
Preacher tells us. 

We have thus traced as well as we could the family 
history of Timothy McCarty, with such assistance as 
Mrs Margaret Simmons and James H. McCarty were 
able to render. The narrative is brought down within 
the memory and observation of the living. Some fu¬ 
ture biographer of the McCarty connection should col¬ 
lect material for correction and expansion at a later 
day. 

Timothy McCarty was one of those who stood faith¬ 
ful in the struggle for American independence. He is 
one of the few Revolutionary veterans buried in our 
mountain land. 
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JACOB CASSELL 

Jacob Cassell, ancestor of the numerous relation¬ 
ship of that name, was a native of Pendleton. In 
early manhood he came to Bath, where he married 
Nancy McLaughlin, a sister of Squire Hugh McLaugh¬ 
lin, late of Marlinton. After living several years in 
Bath, he bought out Mr Deaver, on Greenbrier River, 
three miles west of Greenbank, now known as the Cas¬ 
sell fording. Here he settled and became a wellknown 
citizen of our county, about seventy years ago. His 
family were two daughters and five sons: William, 
Jacob, John, Samuel, James, Nancy and Jane. 

William married Matilda Wanless, and settled on 
Back Alleghany where he spent the remainder of his 
life—he was eigthy-two years old when he died. He 
was married twice. The first children were Nancy 
Jane and George. The daughter became Mrs Henry 
Barlow and lives near Edray. George was a Confed¬ 
erate soldier and died of wounds during the war. Wil¬ 
liam Cassell's second marriage was with Nancy Collins. 
By this marriage there were seven children. Mary 
Catherine became Mrs Thomas Beverage; Martha El¬ 
len was married to Robert Sutton, a prominent teacher 
of schools; William, Jr., married India Sutton and 
settled on the homestead; Louisa was married to John 
Cassell and lives near the old home; Charles married 
Annie Geiger and lives at Huttonsville. Sarah Ann 
died aged 13 years; George went to Texas and after 
many adventui’83 on cattle ranches was drowned. 
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Jacob Cassell's soil, Jacob, married Nancy Sharp, 
daughter of the late William Snarp, near Verdant Val¬ 
iev, and settled in Illinois. 

John, third son of Jacob Cassell, married Sally Cur¬ 
ry and went to the far West. 

Samuel Cassell, the fourth son, married Eliza Valen¬ 
tine Tomlinson, of Augusta county, near Staunton, 
Virginia, and lived for a while on the Greenbrier 
homestead, then settled on Back Alleghany on lands 
now held by his son, Jacob Cassell. Samuel's daugh¬ 
ter married Harvey Hevener, and lived on the Green¬ 
brier. four miles, above the old homestead; Jacob mar¬ 
ried Clara Sutton, daughter of the late Samuel Sutton, 
and settled on Back Alleghany; Mary Ann married 
Cyrus Tall man and settled on Back Alleghany; Alice 
married John Wooddell and settled near Travelers Re¬ 
pose; Margaret Jane married George Baxter, near Ed- 
ray. It is to this member of the Cassell family that 
the writer is mainly indebted for assistance in prepar¬ 
ing this paper. Rachel married Zeehariah Swink and 
lives on Back Alleghany; Hannah married George 
Wanless and lived on the old Wanless homestead; 
Huldah became Mrs George Auldridge and lives near 
Ed ray. 

James Cassell, son of Samuel, married Margaret 
Ann Swink, of Rockbridge county, Virginia, and set¬ 
tled on the Greenbrier homestead. His son John 
married Louisa Cassell and settled on Back Allegha¬ 
ny; Samuel married Martha Hevener and lives on the 
Greenbrier, near the old Cassell home; James married 
Sarah Shinneberry, and lives on Back Alleghany; 
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Thomas married Lydia Galford and settled on Back 
Alleghany; Ella married Henry Kessler aud lives in 
the same neighborhood. Nancy Jane married Benja¬ 
min Collins, a Minister of the German Baptist church; 
Rachel Ann married Amos Gillespie, justice of the 
peace and a prominent teacher in the public schools, 
and lives at Cass. 

Nancy Cassel, daughter of Jacob Cassell the ances¬ 
tor, married Allen Galford, and lived on the Green¬ 
brier near the mouth of Deer Creek. 

Jane Cassell, the other daughter of Jacob Cassel, 
married Jacob Wilfong, and when last heard from 
they were in Minnesota. Their children w r ere Jacob 
and Margaret Jane. 

Jacob Cassell, Senior, the founder of the Cassell 
family in upper Pocahontas, was a person of remarka¬ 
ble muscular strength and agility. He was passionate¬ 
ly industrious, and even in extreme old age never sat¬ 
isfied without something useful to do. He and his 
family have done very much in developing that part of 
the county where he resided. In his attire he was very 
neat and particular, and a perfect gentleman in his de¬ 
portment. His personal influence and example were 
for fair dealing, strict integrity, and pure morals. He 
lived to be ninety-two years of age. Mrs Cassell died 
several years before her husband. Her death was oc¬ 
casioned by nasal hemorrhage, brought on by over- 
exertion in crossing a very high rail fence. 

With the assistance of a grand-daughter of these 
venerated persons, the compiler has been able to pre¬ 
pare this memorial of two very worthy people, richly 
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deserving of lasting and grateful remembrance for the 
part they and their descendants have performed in res¬ 
cuing from a rugged and remote forest wilderness and 
laboriously developing one of the more really prosper¬ 
ous sections of our great county. 


JOHN COLLINS. 

For nearly a hundred years the name Collins has 
been a familiar one among our people. The progeni¬ 
tor was John Collins, a native of Ireland. He found 
his way from Pennsylvania to Pendleton county, where 
he met and married Barbara Full. He first settled on 
the Dunwoody place, near Meadow Dale, in Highland. 
About the year 1800 he moved to what is now Poca¬ 
hontas county, and settled on the Greenbrier on lands 
now held by William H. Collins, and built up a home. 
There had been some improvements begun by former 
settlers, but so little that to all intents and purposes he 
settled in the woods. Mr and Mrs Collins were the 
parents of four sons and four daughters: John, James, 
Lewis and Charles; Barbara, Susannah, Mary and 
Elizabeth. 

Barbara went west; it is believed to Ohio; Susannah 
became Mrs George Nottingham and lived in Athens 
county, Ohio; Elizabeth became Mrs William Queen, 
and went toMarion county, Ohio. 

In reference to the sons of John Collins, we learn 
that John was a dealer in horses, and upon going to 
Richmond with a drove he was never heard of after¬ 
wards. The probability seems to be that he was killed 
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and robbed in the Blue Ridge. 

James went to Lawrence county, Ohio, married 
Henrietta daughter of Judge Davidson, settled seven 
miles below Iron ton, and reared a large family. He 
was a prosperous prominent citizen. 

Lewis was facetiously called the “monarch of all he 
surveyed,” being regarded by common consent the 
strongest, most athletic and largest man in the county. 
He excelled as a ditcher, fence builder and mower. He 
belted many large tracts of land, and cleared many 
fields. He was noted for his good temper and jovial 
disposition. He never was known to provoke any one 
and, stange to say, he had more pugilistic knockouts 
than any one person of his times. He finally went to 
Nicholas county where he met and married Sally Boles 
and then settled in Upshur county. His children 
were James, Charles, Elizabeth Margaret, and Mary. 
James married Mary Leonard, went to California and 
engaged in the lumber business; Elizabeth became Mrs 
Sampson Jordan; Charles never married, and Margaret 
remained unmarried and kept house for her brother at 
the old homestead. 

Charles Collins, of John the ancestral emigrant, 
married Mary McCarty, on Brown's Mountain, and 
settled on Back Mountain where Jacob Shinneberry 
lives. They were the parents of six sons and three 
daughters, concerning whom the following particulars 
are given: Martha became Mrs John Conaway and 
lived in Upshur county; Susannah lived at home with 
her brothers William and Benjamin: Nancy married 
William Cassell, and lived on Back Mountain; John 
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married Martha Moore, of Pennsylvania John, in the 
Hills, and settled in Upshur county. His second 
marriage was with Widow Nancy McFarland, at Lum- 
berport, Braxton county. Benjamin married Marga¬ 
ret Shinneberrv and settled on Back Mountain near 
McLaughlin Chapel. Their children were Peter, 
Charles and Emma, who became John Shinneberry’s 
first wife. Andrew married Martha Boggs, of Brax¬ 
ton, lived awhile in Pocahontas, and then moved to 
Upshur. Their children were Mary, who became Mrs 
Lawrence Fitzgerald; and Alice who became Mrs John 
Reed. 

William Hutcheson Collins first married Sal lie Var¬ 
ner, and located at the Greenbrier homestead. In re¬ 
ference to the first family these items are given: 

Benjamin Collins is a minister in the German Bap¬ 
tist Church. He married Nancy Jane Cassell and 
lives on the Greenbrier homestead. 

James Solomon is at home. 

John Riley married Birdie Hoover, and lives in 
Upshur. 

William Hunter married Vernie Hoover, and lives 
on Leather bark Creek. 

Andrew Morgan married Luella May Gragg, and 
settled near Travelers Repose. 

Samuel and Susan died in youth. 

Mary Elizabeth became Mrs Amos Nottingham, and 
lives at Beech Flats, on the Greenbrier. 

Amanda Catherine first married William Hoover, 
on Back Mountain. Her second marriage was with 
Lytle Green Jackson, and lives at Wetumpka, Ala. 
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Her last marriage was the result of an advertisement 
and exchange of photographs. 

The second wife of William Collins was Caroline 
Gragg, daughter of Zebulon Gragg. The children of 
this marriage are Effie Alice, Joanna Susan, Lewis, 
and Adam. 

W. H. Collins was a Confederate soldier from 1862 
to 1865. He first belonged to Company G, 31st Vir¬ 
ginia Infantry, and after the seven days fight around 
Richmond was released from service under the rule of 
not enlisting over 35 years of age. When this was re¬ 
voked he joined Captain William L. McNeel’s cavalry. 

Sally Joice, daughter of Charles Collins, never mar¬ 
ried, and was a confirmed invalid. 

Charles Collins married Barbara Varner, of High¬ 
land County, and lived on Top of Alleghany. He was 
a Confederate soldier. 

Samuel Collins first married Margaret Hayes and 
lived in Upshur County. One son, John William, be¬ 
came charmed with a show, left home and lived a life 
of adventure. His second marriage was with Celia 
Weimer, of Lewis County. They had two children, 
Samuel and Amanda. Amanda became the wife of 
Rev Queen, a minister in the M. P. Church, and lives 
in Pennsylvania. Samuel Collins was a Union soldier 
in the 10th West Virginia Infantry. 

With the assistance of the venerable William H. 
Collins, the writer has been able to illustrate in part 
the domestic history of a family that has done a great 
deal in subduing our primitive forests, and prepared 
the way for many families to live in comfort now. 
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JOHN WEBB. 

John Webb, the subject of this biographic article is 
a character about whom it may be said, as was said 
about Melchizedek, lie was without father or mother— 
so far as any biographical purpose can be served. His 
Irish brogue and his habit of saying not foolish things 
and never doing anything very wisely, tended to cor¬ 
roborate what he always averred—that he was of Irish 
nativity. He had the papers showing that he was an 
honorably discharged soldier of the Revolution, and as 
a pensioner received ninety-six dollars a year. How 
he ever came to Pocahontas is simply conjectural, but 
from the fact he chose his place of rest near Mount 
Zion, he must have had some acquaintance with parties 
that may have been in the army when he was. 

This Revolutionary veteran, though he exposed his 
life for independence, never owned any land and never 
married. Yet lie wanted a home of his own, a place 
where he could lay his head and feel at home, which 
was very commendable in him. He received permis¬ 
sion of William Moore, son of Pennsylvania John 
Moore, to use without rent as much land as he might 
want for a cabin, garden, and “truck patch.’’ He 
built himself a cozy cabin, and opened up two or three 
acres, where he produced corn, vegetables, and poul¬ 
try. On this he subsisted, with the assistance of his 
pension and such wages as he could earn in harvesting 
and haying for the farmers on Knapps Creek. This 
spot was on the place recently owned by Ralph Dilley, 
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and now in the possession of W illiam Moore. 

One of John Webb’s favorite places to work in hay¬ 
making and harvest was at Isaac Moore’s. At this 

period making hay was a long, tedious industry. One 
morning quite early as the hands gathered in the 
meadow when Webb, to use his own expression, came 
up missing, it was surmised that he had worn off his 
“wire edge” on the hot sun the day before, and was 
about to give it up for the time being, and so the 
hands went to work, Between, nine and ten o’clock 
they heard his jovial brogue in the direction of the 
apple cellar, and upon looking in that course Webb’s 
head was seen, “red as a beet,” peering over the comb 
of the cellar roof. He inquired in the most impas¬ 
sioned manner whether any one would like to have a 
“dhrink ave cither. ” It seems Webb knew where to 
look for the lost “wire edge,” and had indulged his 
thirst until he was so much exhilerated as to climb the 
roof with nimble feet and willing hands, and from his 
lofty perch invite others to share with his jovial com¬ 
forts that he had been finding for the past hours in 
“dhrinks ave cither.” 

This Revolutionary veteran had one of his arms very 
curiously tattooed between the wrist and elbow with 

the initials of his name and emblematic characters like 
anchors and arrows, whose significance was not known. 
This was done while he was in the army, and several 
other soldiers were tattooed at the same time. The 
chemicals used disabled them so much that a regimen¬ 
tal order was issued prohibiting the practice. Tattoo¬ 
ing seems to have been a fad among soldiers and 
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sailors. If unytliing should happen, their personality 
might be identified and assistance obtaiueil from some 
guild or fraternity. At least, this was the supposition. 
He never disclosed to any one what the characters 
symbolized. The initials of course could speak for 
themselves. It is commonly believed now that he 
served with the troops from Augusta C ounty under 
General Mathews. 

In the later years of his life John Webb was very 
piously inclined and was demonstrative of his religious 
emotions, and was long remembered as the life of many 
“good meetings'' at old Mount Zion, Frost, and else¬ 
where. He would frequently have “the jerks,'' which 
was such a feature in the revival services so common 
at the time. As long as he lived he would always 
have a spasmodic jerk as he repeated the “amen,” 
even when asking a blessing on his meals. 

This phenomenon, that characterized the religious 
services of most of the denominations a hundred years 
ago in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia; has been 
attentively considered by mental experts as one of the 
curiosities of the emotional faculty of the human race. 
What surprises them in their investigations is to find 
some of the most pronounced examples of its influence 
among the Mohammedan Dervishes in the East, and 
in the West it seems to have been the most striking 
feature in the Indian Ghost Dances but a few years 
since. The Dervishes furiously deny the existence of 
the Holy Ghost as a fiction of Christianity; and Amer¬ 
ican Indians have never so much as heard that there is 
a Holy Ghost. Max Nordau, a Jewish scientist thinks 
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he has found the explanation to be a disease of the 
nervous system that is so highly infectious as to sweep 
the whole round of humanity at recurring periods. 

John Webb remained in his bachelor home until he 
became disabled by the infirmities of advanced age. 
Then it was the late Martin Dilley, of revered memory 
took charge of the old veteran; He built a very com- 
fortable cabin for his use in the yard near his own 
dwelling, and cared for him until the old soldier 
*'fought his last battle'’ on the borders of the unseen 
world. This building is standing yet. His grave is 
in the Dilley Grave yard, on the line between the An¬ 
drew Dilley and John Dilley lands. 


WILLIAM BAXTER. 

Among the worthy citizens of our county deserving 
of special mention was William Baxter, near Edray, 
W. Va. He was born on Little Back Creek, in 1808 . 
He was the eldest sou of Colonel John Baxter, whose 
name appears prominently in the early history of Po¬ 
cahontas County. His mother was Mrs Mary Moore 
Baxter, a sister of Joseph Moore of Anthonys Creek. 
She was a very industrious and careful housekeeper, 
and diligently trained her children in habits of indus¬ 
try and economy. 

At an early age his parents moved to Pocahontas 
County, and resided a good many years at the Sulphur 
Spring. Being the eldest son, he worked hard in as¬ 
sisting to support the family, consisting of four sons 
and three daughters. His sisters were Mrs Jane 
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Moore, wife of the late John Moore near Marlinton; 
Mrs Martha Duncan, wife of Henry Duncan, head of 
Stony Creek; and Mrs Sarah Duncan, wife of William 
Duncan, near Ed ray, 

Mrs Baxter and three sons, Joseph, John, and 
George, finally located in Braxton County, where she 
died a few years thereafter. John died, too, soon after 
the removal to their new home. Joseph was a Federal 
soldier, and died of wounds in Kanawha County. 
George was a Confederate soldier, and died a prisoner 
of war somewhere in the State of New York. 

From early boyhood William Baxter manifested 
great fondness for reading, and he improved his avail¬ 
able opportunities very studiously. His father owned 
the largest and most select library then in the county, 
and William read most of the books. At an early day 
he began teaching, and was one of the most popular 
teachers of his day. In 1840 he purchased land sold 
for taxes by the late Jacob Arbogast, as commissioner, 
and built up a home on property now owned by his 
son George Baxter, County Surveyor. 

Th is land was a section of the Philips Survey, dated 
1795, and the papers call for twenty thousand acres. 
This famous survey began at the McCollam place, ex¬ 
tended beyond Beaver Dam, thence on to Williams 
River, and from there came ont on Elk at the mouth 
of Crooked Fork, thence passed on towards Greenbrier 
River at a point near Yerdaut Valley, theuce along 
the lines of Drennan, Gay, and others to and up Stony 
Creek near the old Salt well, and thence to the begin¬ 
ning. 
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His wife was Elizabeth Barlow, daughter of John 
Barlow. By industry and economy this worthy couple 
opened up a pleasant home in the primitive forest and 
reared their family very respectably indeed. George, 
Samuel, and William Baxter, near Edray, and Mrs 
Mary Moore, near Marlinton, are their surviving 
children. 

For many years William Baxter, Senior, served as 
justice of the peace and member of the Pocahontas 
court. He was a skillful amanuensis, and did a great 
deal of work in that line, framing business papers, as 
articles of agreement, conveyances, deeds, and wills. 
His opinions were much relied upon as to the right or 
wrong of questions that would occasionally arise be¬ 
tween neighbors, and frequently matters were quietly 
adjusted that otherwise might have led to tedious court 
proceedings, and much disagreeable personal animosi¬ 
ties. 

This model citizen was moreover regular and atten¬ 
tive in his attendance upon all religious services with¬ 
in his reach, but did not avow his trust in a personal 
Savior until advanced in life. 

He died September, 1881, aged about 73 years. In 
two or three weeks thereafter his faithful wife also pass¬ 
ed away, thus lovely and pleasant in their lives, and 
in death not long divided. At this day there are many 
to rise up and call them blessed. 
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THOMAS COCHRAN. 

Among the persons who have been identified with 
our county history, the Cochran relationship claim rec¬ 
ognition. For more than a hundred years the name 
has been a familiar one. The Pocahontas Cochrans 
are the descendants of Thomas Cochran, senior, a na¬ 
tive of Ireland, one of three brothers who came over 
together. One of these brothers settled in Augusta 
and his descendants are highly lespected in that coun¬ 
ty. Another of these Cochrans went to Kentucky, it 
is belived. Thomas Cochran, the subject of this sketch, 
married a Miss MacKemie, near Parnassus, in Augus¬ 
ta county, and settled on the Rankin place on the 
Greenbrier, near the mouth of Locust Creek. Thence 
he moved to the place now held by Mathews Ruckman. 
The relationship is so widely extended that it is only 
possible to trace his descendants to a degree where the 
present generation can take up the line and complete 
it. 

By the first marriage there were two sons and three 
daughters. One daughter, name not known, became 
Mrs William Caraway and lived on Muddy Creek, 
Greenbrier county; Nancy became Mrs Masters and 
went to Ohio; Mary was married to William Auldridge. 

John Cochran married Elizabeth (Betsy) James, 
daughter of David James, senior at the end of Droop 
Mountain, and settled near Marvin, on property recent¬ 
ly occupied by the late Michael Scales. There were 
four sons and four daughters. David James married a 
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Miss Corby, in Augusta, and went to Clay county, 
which bis son William represented in the legislature a 
few years since; Thomas married Miss Skeene and liv¬ 
ed near Marvin. Their children were Franklin, Amer¬ 
ica, Eliza and Harriet, now Mrs T. C. Wooddell. 
John had two other sons, John and William, about 
whom we have no information. 

As to the daughters, Margaret (Peggy) became Mrs 
Jacob Shue; Sally became Mrs James Waugh, late of 
Verdant Valley; Fannie became Mrs John Smith, on 
Stoney Creek; and Elizabeth. 

Thomas Cochran, jr., son of the pioneer, married 
Mary Salisbury, settled on the side of Droop Mount- 
tain, near Locust, and finally went West. Their chil¬ 
dren were Gordon, Robert, William, Richard, Deemie 
and Sabrie—two daughters and four sons. 

Thomas Cochran’s, the pioneer, second marriage was 
with Nellie James, daughter of David James, senior, 
already mentioned. The fruit of this marriage was 
seven sons and four daughters, viz: William, Samuel, 
Isaac, David, Solomon, James, Jesse, Rebecca, Mary 
and Nellie. 

Rebecca’s first marriage was with William Salisbury 
on Droop Mountain. By her second marriage she be¬ 
came Mrs John Burner, and lived in Ohio; Mary was 
married to William Cochran; Nellie was married to 
John James and went to Ohio. Her children were 
Jane, Eliza, Kate, William, David and John James. 

Samuel went to Ohio. 

Isaac Cochran married Jennie Salisbury, daughter 
of William Salisbury, who lived near where Richard 
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Callison now lives. His children were Elisha, Solomon 
Salisbury, Lewis Presley, Jackson, Bruffey, Margaret, 
and Sarab- 

David, son of Thomas Cochran, married Sarah 
Salisbury, and lived near Droop Mountain. His chil¬ 
dren were John, William, Andrew, Biddie, Susan and 
Mary. Biddie became Mrs Gabriel Underwood; Su¬ 
san, Mrs Joseph Rodgers, late of Swago; and Nellie 
was the first wife of the late Anthony Lightner: John 
first married Miss Hanna, of Greenbrier; second wife 
was Sally Smith; Audrew Cochran married Miss Rach¬ 
el Lewis and lived on Sinking Creek. 

Solomon Cochran, of Thomas, the pioneer, married 
Biddie Salisbury. Their children were Sally and Re¬ 
becca, Porter William and George. Salley died in 
youth; Rebecca became Mrs Bruffey Cochran; William 
married Almira Cochran, in Braxton county, and went 
to Illinois; George Cochran married Nancy, daughter 
of John Cochran, and lives at the end of Droop Moun¬ 
tain. 

James Cochran married Nancy Hannah, and lived 
at the end of Droop. Their family six daughters and 
four sons: David, William, Joseph, James, Elizabeth, 

Jennie, Nellie, Eveline, Mary, and Rachel. 

Jesse Cochran married Jane James and settled on 
the end of Droop, on property owned by his son, Da¬ 
vid J. Cochran. Their children were David James, 
Thomas, Samuel, Clark, and George Brown. 

David married Hannah Duffield, aud lives on the 
homestead. 

Thomas settled on the homestead upon his marriage 
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with Nancy Stearns. 

Clark married Sally Underwood daughter of Gabriel 
Underwood, and lives on the James homestead. 

William Cochran, son of Thomas the progenitor, 
first married Jane Young, near Swago. Her children 
were Washtngton and Elizabeth. Washington Coch¬ 
ran married Phoebe Mace, of Mingo, and settled on 
Stony Creek. Himself, wife, and son John, aged 7, 
all died during the war. 

Elizabeth Cochran married George Young. Mr 
Young died in Richmond during the war. His sons, 
William and Washington, live in Iowa. Mrs Young 
became Mrs Bruffey Cochran, went to Iowa, where she 

recently died. 

Captain William Cochran's second marriage vas 
with Melinda Moore. Her children William Cochran, 
Junior, and Mrs Catherine Sharp. 

Captain Cochran was a busy man of affairs, noted as 
a skillful blacksmith, and built the first tilt hammer on 
Swago. He was captain of the Stony Creek militia, 
superintended the construction of the Warm Springs 
and Huntersville turnpike, and was superintendent of 
the Lewisburg and Marlins Bottom road. The Captain 
also took much interest in church affairs as a promi¬ 
nent layman of the Methodist Protestant Church. 

The James and Salisbury families, elsewhere men¬ 
tioned as early settlers of Droop Mountain, have been 
virtually absorbed by the Cochrans. The James boys 
went to Ohio, and the Salisbury men settled in Brax¬ 
ton and other places in West Virginia, and some went 
finally to Ohio. 





HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


Pit) 

The writer in closing this paper would gratefully re¬ 
cognize the assistance of David J. Cochran, that was 
so helpful in collecting the particulars, and so cheer¬ 
fully given by him, although suffering at the time se¬ 
verely from rheumatic and other troubles, that seemed 
to be wearing his useful life away. 


ABRAM BURNER. 

Abram Burner, the progenitor of the Burner rela¬ 
tionship in our county, was from the lower Valley, 
probably Shenandoah Countyr Soon after his mar¬ 
riage with Mary Hull; of Highland County, he settled 
on the Upper Tract, early in the century. Their child¬ 
ren were Mary, Elizabeth, George, Jacob, Adam, 
Henry, and Daniel. 

Mary Burner became Mrs George Grimes and lived 
near Mount Zion, in the Hills. 

Elizabeth Burner was married to Hon John Grimes, 
and lived in the Little Levels on the lands now owned 
by the county for an infirmary. 

Jacob Burner married Keziah Stump, and settled in 
the western part of the State. 

Adam burner married Margaret Gillespie, one of 
Jacob Gillespie’s nine daughters at Greenbank, and 
settled in upper Pocahontas. 

Daniel Burner married Jennie Gillespie, sister to 
Margaret. Daniel Burner was drowned near Peter 
Yeager’s in a deep eddy, duriug harvest, and left one 
son, Joshua Burner. 

Henry Burner met his death by drowning in the 
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east fork of Greenbrier. 

George Burner, eldest son of Abram the pioneer, 
after his marriage with Sally, daughter of Andrew 
Warwick, settled on part of the Burner homestead 
where the road crosses the east prong of the Green¬ 
brier. Their children were Andrew, Enoch, Allen, 
Lafayette, Lee, Charles, Nancy, who became Mrs Wil¬ 
liam Wooddell; and Isabella, now Mrs Lauty Slaven. 

Enoch Burner married Rachel Ann Tall man, and 
settled in Missouri. 

Lafayette Burner first married Nannie Wooddell and 
lived on the uppar Greenbrier. Second marriage with 
Caroline Gum. 

Lee Burner married Rebecca Gum, daughter of Wil¬ 
liam Gum and a sister to Caroline just named, and liv¬ 
ed on the Upper Tract. 

Allen Burner first married Elizabeth Price, daughter 
of James A. Price, of Marlins Bottom, and settled at 
Green bank. George Burner, of Minneapolis, is her 
son. Allen Burner's second marriage was with Vir¬ 
ginia Clark, of Parnassus, Augusta County, aud he 
now resides at Cass. Lula and Emma Burner, well 
known teachers are her daughters. 

Charles Burner married Elizabeth Beard of Green- 
bank, and lived on the Burner homestead. 

Hon. George Burner was a prominent citizen from 
111 organization of the county. As noticed elsewhere 
he was one of the first members of the county court. 
He represented the county several terms in the Vir¬ 
ginia Legislature, and was a Jacksonian Democrat in 
his political proclivities, and strange to say one of the 
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original Pocahontas secessionists, so intense his devo¬ 
tion to State rights had become. 

His second marriage was with Margaret Poage, 
daughter of George W. Poage, of the Little Levels. 


ANDREW WARWICK. 

One of the best known names in our pionee. annais 
was that of the Warwicks. John Warwick; the ances¬ 
tor of the Green bank branch of the connexion, was of 
English descent. It is believed he came to upper Po¬ 
cahontas previously to the Revolution, and opened up 
a settlement on Deer Creek, at the place now in the 
possession of Peter H. Warwick and John R. War¬ 
wick. Mrs W arwick, whose given name can not be 
certainly recalled, was a member of the Martin family 
in the Valley of Virginia. 

John Warwick seems to have been a person of great 
enterprise, and braved the dangers of pioneer life with 
more than ordinary courage and devotion to duty. He 

had a fort raised upon his premises, to which himself 
and neighbors would resort when threatened by Indian 
incursions or raids Being so near to Clover Lick, 
whose facilities for hunting and fishing were so much 
prized by the Indians, its erection seems to have been 
very exasperating to them, and were very troublesome 
to the settlers living in reach of the Warwick fort. 

The only Indian Major Jacob Warwick was ever 
certain of killing was shot from a tree not far from 
this fort. The warrior had climbed the tree to recon 
oitre the fort, and it is more than probable that the 
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death of the scout interfered with the Indian plans and 
intentions of attack. 

In reference to John Warwick's children we have 
the following particulars: Their names were William, 
John, Andrew, Elizabeth—of whom special mention 
was made in the Slaven sketches: Mary, who was pro- 
baly the first lady teacher of schools in our county; 
Margaret, who became Mrs James Gay and went west; 
Ann, who became Mrs Ingram and lived in Ohio. 

As the Warwick relationship is so extended, it will 
be treated in groups in these biographic notes. In 
this paper the descendants of Andrew Warwick will be 
mainly considered and their history illustrated, con¬ 
cluding with a fragmentary reference. 

Andrew Warwick went to Richlands, in Greenbrier, 
for a wife and married Elizabeth Craig, and then 
opened up a home on Deer Creek. This property is 
now occupied by Major J. C. Arbogast. Their child¬ 
ren were Jane, who was married to James Wood dell, 
near Greenbank; Margaret became Mas Samuel Sut¬ 
ton, first wife; Nancy was married to Jacob Hartman, 
north of Greenbank, and went to the far west. Her 
children were Sarah Lucretia, Virginia, William; and 
James. Mary Warwick became the second wife of 
Isaac Hartman, and lived on property now held by 
Joseph Riley. Elizabeth Warwick was kicked in the 
face by , horse about the time she was grown to wo¬ 
manhood, and lingered for years in great suffering 
and finally died of the injury. Sally Warwick became 
Mrs George Burner, of Travelers Repose. Anna War¬ 
wick was married to Rev Henry Arbogast, and lived 
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near Gladehill. 

Jacob Warwick, son of Andrew Warwick, married 
Elizabeth Hull, of Virginia, and settled on the Deer 
Creek homestead; moved thence to Indiana, and finally 
to Missouri. His children were Mathew Patton, Amos, 
Andrew Jackson, William Craig, Caroline, who be¬ 
came Mrs George Tallmau; and Rachel, who was the 
youngest. They all went with their parents to the 
western states. 

This paper will be closed by a fragmentary reference 
t) John Warwick, of John the elder. 

In the winter of 1861 there was an officer with tjie 
Ohio troops in the Cheat Mountain garrison by the 
name of Warwick. The writer has been informed that 
he claimed descent from the Pocahontas Warwicks, 
and made some inquiry concerning the Warwick re¬ 
lationship. 

The tradition is that John Warwick. Junior, married 
Margaret Poage of Augusta County. It is believed 
James Poage, her father, lived awhile on Knapps 
Creek, and afterwards moved to Kentucky. 

Upon his marriage John Warwick, Junior, settled 
on the lower end of the farm now owned by Captain 
G. W. Siple. Parties yet living remember seeing 
traces of the cabin lie had built and dwelt in. He re¬ 
mained here but a short time however, and moved to 
Ohio about 1790. 

There were three little boys, one of them named 
John- The Union officer claimed to be a descendant 
of a John Warwick from West Virginia, a grandson, 
and was a son, doubtless, of one of those little boys 
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that went to Ohio with their parents from their cabin 
home on Deer Creek. This Federal officer became a 
member of Congress, and achieved a national reputa¬ 
tion by defeating William McKinley in a Congres¬ 
sional contest. Many no doubt will readily recall this 
interesting event in the history of Ohio politics. 


WILLIAM WARWICK. 

The group of the Warwick relationship treated of in 

this paper includes the descendants of William War¬ 
wick, son of John Warwick, the early pioneer. 

Like his brother Andrew, William Warwick lost his 
heart in the Richlands of Greenbrier, and married 
Nancy Craig, a sister of Mrs Audrew Warwick. They 
settled on Deer Creek, where Peter H. Warwick now 
lives, and were the parents of three children: Robert 
Craig, Elizabeth, who became Mrs Benjamin Tallman; 
Margaret, who became Mrs John Hull, and lived on 
the head of Jacksons River. 

Robert Craig Warwick, the only son, at one time 
crossed the Alleghany to pay bis sister a visit. One 
result of the visit was that he and Esther Hull were 
soon married, and the happy.young people settled on 
the Deer Creek homestead. They were the parents of 
three sons and six daughters. In reference to their 
child ire the following items are recorded: 

Catherine Hidy Warwick is now Mrs William Bird. 
Her children Elvira Louisa, now Mrs William Me- 
Clune, near Millpoint; Robert Craig Bird, at Clifton 
Forge; John Henry Bird, Covington; George Newton 
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Bird, Clifton Forge; William Lee Bird, Roanoke City, 
Virginia. Iler husband. Major W. W. Bird, was a 
Confederate officer. He had command of Company 
K, 52d Virginia Regiment in the battle of McDowell, 
and was in charge of a regiment of reserves in the bat¬ 
tle of New Hope. He was near Geueral William 
Jones when he fell in that engagement, and received 
his last orders just a few minutes before his death. 
He was named for William Wallace, a renowned hero 
in Scottish history. 

Nancy Jane Warwick is now Mrs Jacob Lightner of 
Highland, Virginia. Her children were John Adam, 
now in the west; Robert, on Back Creek; William C. 
died in youthr Jacob Brown, on Back Creek; Peter H. 
lives in Greenbrier; James Cameron, a lawyer at the 
Warm Springs, Va.; Mrs Malcena Catherine Cleek, on 
Jacksons River; Mrs Virgiuia Rachel Wallace, of 
Highland; Mrs Mary Etta Gum, of Meadow Dale, Va. 

Sarah Elizabeth Warwick married Daniel Mathenv, 
and lives at Valley Centre. Her children Esther Ann, 
Melissa, and Robert Matheny. 

Margaret Ann Warwick became Mrs Nelson Pray. 
Her family was quite a large one, but only one sur¬ 
vives, Ella, who is now Mrs John Riley and lives in 
one of the western counties. One of Mrs Pray’s 
daughters, Regina, received fatal injuries in a railway 
collision. 

Hannah Rebecca Warwick was married to Captain 
George Siple, a Confederate officer, 31st Virginia In¬ 
fantry, and lives on Deer Creek in sight of the War¬ 
wick homestead. Her children were Nancy Jaue, now 
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Mrs Pierce Wooddell at Greenbank; An:ia, Mrs Wil¬ 
liam Jackson, at Dan nore; Mary Catherine, now Mrs 
Bernard McElwee at Dun more; Clara Belle, William, 
and Joseph Siple. 

Louisa Susan Warwick was married to Eli Seybert, 
settled near Mt. Grove, Va., then went west. But 
one of her children survives, Mary Amaret, now Mrs 
Morgan Matheny, Top of Alleghany. 

William Fechtig Warwick was named for a pioneer 
Methodist preacher. He married Anthea Pray, and 
lives near Mt. Grove, Va. His children Paul, Pray, 
Robert, Nelson, Peter Hull, Georgo Craig, Charles, 
Amelia, who became Mrs George Dilley, and is now 
Mrs Hopkins Wanless near Mount Tabor; Amanda 
Gabrielle, now Mrs John Landes, near Mt. Grove; 
Sally, and Louise Catherine. Three of the sons, Pe¬ 
ter, Robert, and Nelson, went to Kansas. 

Peter Hull Warwick married Caroline Matheny, and 
settled on the Deer Creek home place. The child¬ 
ren were Jesse, Otis, Forrest, and Elbert. By the 
death of Cecil, in 1896, at Cowen, Webster County, 
his mother’s heart was so broken that she did not sur¬ 
vive him very long. 

John Robert Warwick married Jennie Cleek, daugh¬ 
ter of the late John Cleek of Bath County, and lives 
on a section of the Deer Creek homestead. Their 
children are Mary and Nancy. Lieutenant Warwick 
was a Confederate officer, 31st Virginia Infantry, and 
served as a commissioner of the Pocahontas Court. 

Elizabeth Warwick became Mrs Benjamin Tallman, 
and lived on the property now held by Captain Siple. 
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Iler children were William, James, Robert, John, 
Cyrus, and Nancy. Nancy became Mrs Benjamin 
Tall man and lives in Illinois. 

Margaret Warwick was married to John Hull, on 
Jacksons River. Her children were William Hull, 
who was one of the California forty-niners, and has 
not been heard of since; Robert, Andrew, Nora, Nan¬ 
cy Jane, who beclime the wife of Colonel Peter H. 
Kincaid, in Crabbottom; Margaret, who is now Mrs 
Christopher Wallace, of Williamsville; Irene Esther, 
the first wife of James Fleisher, of Meadow Dale. 

This relationship has furnished our citizenship with 
good citizens, brave soldiers, industrious tillers of the 
soil, and good homekeepers, and deserves honorable 
mention in the short and simple annals of our own 
Pocahontas people. 


I AMES C ALLISON. 

The Calli8ons of Locust have a claim for special 
recognition in our biographical sketches as one of the 
oldest families of southern Pocahontas. Members of 
that relationship have done a great deal in developing 

their section, and have shown what can be done with 
our soil in our climate by well applied energy and in¬ 
dustry. The progenitor of this relationship, so far as 
it is traceable, was James Callison, Senior. This per¬ 
son and his wife Elizabeth were natives of Ireland, 
but, as the name indicates, were of English origin. 
No doubt the Callisons were among the families that 
Kiug James the First encouraged to settle in the north 
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of Ireland. 

Late in the eighteenth century it appears that 
James Callison went from Greenbrier County to 
Granger County, Tennessee, and made a permanent 
settlement and reared his family. The sons of James 
Callison the imigrant and Elizabeth his wife were 
James, Anthony, Isaac, Jesse, Samuel, and Elisha. 
Their daughters were Rebecca, Abigail, Mary, Nancy, 
and Ruth. In reference to the whereabouts of most 
of these sons and daughters but little has come to our 
notice. 

Isaac Callison settled in the Meadows of southwest 
Greenbrier, where some of his descendants now live. 

Colonel Elisha Callison, another son of the emigrant 
and pioneer, married Margaret Bright, daughter of 
David Bright, of Greenbrier, and lived on the noted 
Callison homestead near Lewisburg. 

About 1782, James Callison, another son of the 
pioneer emigrant, came from Tennessee to Locust, now 
lower Pocahontas, and settled on a tract of 164 acres, 
preempted some years previously by his father. Soon 
after locating on Trump Run, Mr Callison took a great 
fancy to Miss Susau Edmiston, the charming daughter 
of James Edmiston, Senior, who was then living on 
the farm now owned by George Callison, a grandson 
of the lovely woman just referred to. James Callison 
and Susan Edmiston his wife were the parents of five 
sons and two daughters, concerning whom we are able 
to give the following pa.ticulars: 

William Callison married Hannah Ray, and settled 
in Nicholas County. 
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Isaac Callison married Nancy Jordan, lived awhile 
in Nicholas County, and afterwards returned to Poca¬ 
hontas. 

Janies Callison married Rebecca Gillilan, daughter 
of John Gillilan, and settled in Missouri. 

Josiali Callison married Nancy Hill. They spent 
their days at the old homestead, and were the happy 
parents of five sons and three daughters. We give the 
following particulars in reference to their family: 

James Callison married Ellen Alkire, of Lewis 
County, and settled in Greenbrier, where he died in 
1885. His widow and two children now live in the 
State of Kansas. 

Thomas F. Callison has been married twice. His 
first wife was Minta Myles, of Greenbrier County, and 
his second marriage was with Jane Myles, a cousin, 
and he now lives near Locust. 

William Callison, recently deceased, married Fan¬ 
nie Whiting, daughter of Ebenezer Whiting, on the 
summit of Droop Mountain, and lived on Locust creek 
a mile or so from its source. Locust Creek springs 
from the base of Droop Mountain a full sized creek, 
receiving but little volume from visible tributaries on 
its course to the Greenbrier. 

George Callison’s wife was Miss Mandie McNeel, 
and his residence is at Hillsboro, on the place occu¬ 
pied so long by the late Colonel John Hill. 

Richard Callison married Fannie Beard, daughter of 
Charles W. Beard, near Hillsboro, and he lives on the 
old Trump Run homestead, near Locust. 

All of these sons are among the more prosperous 
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citizens of lower Pocahontas. They are devoted to 
farming and raising live stock, thus contributing very 
much to the substantial prusperity of our county. 

Martha Callison, daughter of Josiah Callison, was 
married to James K„ Bright. 

Mary Callison was married to Lorenza Reger, and 
their residence is in Roane Couiity. 

Jemima Callison became Mrs Jesse Bright, near 
Frankford, in Greenbrier. She died in 1886. 

The other branch of the Callison relationship in our 
county is represented by the descendants of Anthony 
Callison, a son of James Callison, the imigrant from 
Ireland. Anthony Callison was reared in Tennessee, 
and soou after coming to Virginia he lost his heart in 
Greenbrier County, and he and Abigail McClung were 
married and settled on lands adjoining the possessions 
of his brother James. These persons were the parents 
of six sons and four daughters. 

Abram Callison married Frankie Blair, from North 
Carolina, a sister of the late Major William Blair near 
Hillsboro, and after living a few years in Pocahontas 
went to North Carolina. 

Joseph Callison married Elizabeth Bright, of Green¬ 
brier. 

Isaac Callison married Huldah Hickman, in Bath 
County, and movod to Indiana. 

Anthony Callison, Junior, was married to Martha 
Hill, and settled in Indiana. 

Israel Callison married Mary Bright, sister of Jos¬ 
eph’s wife, lived many years on the old homestead, 
and finally moved to Illinois. 
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Elisha Callison located in the Meadows of west 
Greenbrier. 

r Margaret Callison, daughter of Anthony and Abi¬ 
gail Callison, became Mrs William Burnsides and went 1 
to Indiana to seek a home. 

Elizabeth Callison married Jonathan Jordan, and 
they lived on Cooks Dry Run, the place lately occupied 
by Peter Clark, deceased. It was here she died. Her 
twin sons, John and Anthony, also died. 

Abigail Callison became the wife of James Gay, and 
they settled in Indiana. 

Julia Callison, the youngest daughter, married when 
she was just past fifteen the late Colonel Woods Poage. 
The writer will ever cherish the memory of Mrs Julia 
Poage as one of the kindest friends of his boyhood. 

The writer has thus far been enabled to make a brief 
contribution to the history of the Callison relationship, 
which deserves an important place in the annals of our 
county. It makes him feel sad to think that the- kind 
friend (Mrs Nancy Callison) who so patiently furnish¬ 
ed him the information, without which this paper could 
not have been written, is not here to receive the thanks 
that are so justly due her. It looks now like it was a 
special providence that permitted us to meet at the 
time when we did, and is so regarded by the compiler. 
Her bright and pleasant wav of recalling the reminis¬ 
cences of friends and acquaintances was something like 
which one can not expect to witness very often now, 
as so few are left to rehearse the story of that past 
which was once a living present to them. 

These people whose lives make up the past, whose 
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history so few survive to repeat, sowed in tears, in 
privations, and hardships what we who now live are 
reaping in a joyful harvest. What they sowed in tears 
we the living may reap with grateful joy, if we have 
proper appreciation of what they did and suffered in 
their day and generation. Let us not forget that the 
frugality, industry, and careful attention to duties that 
enabled them to secure this goodly heritage, is all im¬ 
portant for us to observe and imitate in order to keep 
it from slipping away and vanishing from our reach. 

Like busy bees the pioneer people all over ourcoun- 
tp tried to improve every shining hour, and turn to 
some good account every opportunity in sight, no mat¬ 
ter how hard it may have seemed. It has been well 
said that those who look only for easy places, will 
finally round up in the hardest places and have no way 
to get out except by death. 


WILLIAM EDMISTON, 

William Edmiston, in whose memory this biographic 
paper has been prepared, was one of the early settlers 
of the lower Levels. He seems to have been born 
and reared in upper Greenbrier, near Falling Spring, 
and his ancestry came from Augusta County. His 
wife was Rebecca Walkup, from the Falling Spring 
vicinity, where there are families of the name now re¬ 
siding, She was a sister of the late John Walkup, of 
Falling Spring, a greatly respected citizen and exem¬ 
plary Christian man. One of her sisters was die wife 
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of Samuel Beard, who was a brother of Josiah Beard, 
and his home was in Renicks Valley. 

Upon his marriage with Rebecca Walkup, Mr Ed- 
miston settled a few miles south of Hillsboro. Their 
family consisted of one son, James Edmiston, and 
four daughters, Rebecca, Jennie, Mattie, and Mar¬ 
garet. 

James Edmiston married Margaret Woods, of Nich¬ 
olas County- He settled on Cooks Dry Rnn, at the 
4 ‘Sinks,” which is now known as the Peter Clark 

place. The names of James Edmiston’s children 
known to the writer were Samuel, William, Christo¬ 
pher, and Rebecca. This daughter Rebecca became 
the wife of Jackson Edmiston, son of Andrew Edmis¬ 
ton, a brother of William Edmiston. 

About 1840 James Edmiston sold his possessions to 
the late Andrew Johnson and migrated to Iowa, where 
many of his descendants now live. 

Rebecca Edmiston became the second wife of Jona¬ 
than Jordan. 

Jennie Edmiston was married to Isaac Hill. Upon 
his decease she and her family removed to the State 
of Iowa. 

Martha Edmiston married George Hill, and settled 
on Hills Creek and spent her life there. 

Margaret, the fourth daughter of William Edmiston, 
was married to George McCoy, moved to Cedar Coun 
ty, Iowa, and were among the first settlers of their 
vicinity, and grew up with the development of that re- 
nowned county. William McCoy, their son, could not 
forget the girl he left behind, but returned to Poca- 
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hontas and married Elizabeth Grimes, daughter of the 
late Hon John Grimos. 

These few particulars illustrating something of the 
family history of these good people have been laid be¬ 
fore our readers with the assistance of the late Mrs 
Nancy Callison and the venerable James McOollam. 
The writer has some remembrance of these persons 
personally, but not very distinct as to any important 
impressions. 

Mr Ediniston and the late Samuel Davies Poage 
were congenial friends and attached Christian brethren 
though of different persuasions and rather strenuous in 

their respective doctrinal views. This indicated that 
their hearts were imbued with a pious fervor that got 
the better of their mere intellectual doctrinal notions. 
They agreed to disagree, and not mar their Christain 
fellowship with vain wrangling about their respective 
creeds and formalities. 

Mr Edmiston’s piety was of the highly emotional, 
demonstrative type, and for years his emotions seemed 
to be the first to kindle and burn with the holy fervor 
that makes religious services so interesting to many 
persons. His Christian character was above reproach, 
and all regarded him as sincere. He was looked up to 
as a master Christian, and had it not been for the 
somewhat counteracting influence exerted by Nathaniel 
Kinnison, a silent, calm Israelite indeed in whom 
there was no guile, the impression might have been 
that no one could expect to be a model Christian like 
Mr Ediniston without his zeal and demonstrative fervor 

Such might have been the impression, but when the 
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characters of Nathaniel Kinnison and Davies Poage 
were considered, the impression prevailed there were 
different ways in which people could be warm hearted, 
genuine Christains, and so there was mutual respect 
and lovely Christian fellowship. 

For many years Mr Edmiston was a pillar in the M. 
E. Church, and the secret of his influence was his love¬ 
ly Christain deportment. Nathaniel Kinnison was also 
a pillar in the M. E. Church, but his piety was that de¬ 
veloped in the calm retreat, the silent shade, that seem¬ 
ed to him by God's bounty made for those who wor¬ 
ship God—so suitable for personal prayer and praise 
to the unseen though ever present one. 

When far advanced in life Mr Edmiston vacated his 
old pleasant home amid the gently rolling lands and 
pleasant groves for a home on Hills Creek, and his 
last days were spent amid the inviting scenes that sur¬ 
round the place where Daniel Peck now lives. 

The writer feels grateful that he ever knew this good 
old man, even to a slight extent, and may the time 
never come when the presence of persons of like Chris¬ 
tian fervor, generous, liberal, fraternal impulses cease 
to exist, for should such a dire calamity befall the 
county then envy, strife, confusion, and many evil 
works will be tolerated—all in the name too and for 
the sake of religion. 


JOHN YEAGER, SENIOR. 

For well nigh a hundred years the Yeager name has 
been a familiar one. The Reager relationship derive 





HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


443 


their name from John Yeager, an imigrant from Penn¬ 
sylvania, reared near Lancaster City. From the most 
authentic information available for these notes, he first 
located in Crabbottom. Upon his marriage with Anise 
Hull, a granddaughter of Peter Hull, one of the origi¬ 
nal settlers of the Crabbottom section, they settled at 
Travelers Repose, where Peter D. Yeager now resides. 

In reference to John Yeager's family the following 
particulars have been obligingly furnished by the Hon 
H. A. Yeager, one of his well known descendants. 

John Yeager, Junior, went to the far west, and set¬ 
tled finally in Illinois; and his descendants are scatter¬ 
ed widely over the great Northwest. 

Jacob Yeager married Sarah Hidy, of Crabbottom, 
and thereupon he settled on what is known as Camp 
Alleghany. In his time he ranked among the most ex¬ 
tensive land owners in that whole region. His claims 
comprised many thousand acres, embracing the ‘Dutch 
Settlement' and other tracts contiguous. His sons 
were John, Joel, Jacob Brook, and the daughters were 
Jane, Elizabeth, Anna, Caroline, Margaret, Catherine, 
Christine, and Serena. In reference to his daughters 
the following particulars are in hand. 

Jane became Mrs Joel Vest, and lived in Iowa. 

Elizabeth was married to Colonel John Bonnett, and 
lived in Lewis County. Her sons Jefferson and Asbu- 
ry Bonnett are prominent citizens. Sarah Ann Bon¬ 
net became Mrs Wasley Crookman and lives at Cowen. 
Serena Catherine Bonnett became Mrs Eber Post, and 
lives near Hackers Creek, in Lewis County. Caroline 
became Mrs Rhinehart. 
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Margaret married John Arbogast and lived near 
Glade Hill. 

Caroline was William J. WooddelPs tirst wife, and 
lived at Greenbank. 

Anna first married Warwick Arbogast and settled 
near the homestead at Camp Alleghany. He and two 
children died of camp fever in 1801. Her second mar¬ 
riage was with John Luzadder, and lives near Tollgate, 
Ritchie County, and is the mother of a large family. 

Catherine was married to Robert Willis, and lived 
in Indiana. There were three daughters: Virginia 
married a Mr Britt, who was a mining expert at Frisco 
Colorado. Josephine married Dr Simms. Laura be¬ 
came Mrs Carroll. 

Christine became Mrs Jonathan Siron, and lived 
near McDowell, in Highland. Her children were 
Joel, lately deceased: Milton, in Upshur County; Mar¬ 
garet, now Mrs Malcomb, in Highland; and Christine, 
who became Mrs William Wooddell and lives on the 
Siron homestead. 

Serena was first married to John Claiborne, of Lex¬ 
ington, Virginia. Her children were James, who died 
in Arizona, and John, who lives at St. Joseph, Mo. 
John Claiborne was a Confederate soldier and died in 
service. Serena Yeager's second marriage was with 
William Wilfong, of Gilmer County, and is the moth¬ 
er of three sons by this marriage. 

Joel Y^eager married Rebecca Pray, of Highland 
County, and settled in Indiana. There are three sons, 
Newton, Luther, and Clinton. One is a lawyer, an¬ 
other a doctor, and the third a prosperous farmer. 
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Jacob Brook Yeager married Margaret McDaniel, at 
McDowell, in 1856, and settled in ’Indiana at South 
Whitney, where he still lives. Two sons and a daugh¬ 
ter. His son Charles recently visted Pocahontas. 

John Yeager, the third, settled at the homestead. 

Andrew Yeager, another son of John Yeager the 
pioneer, married Elizabeth Dilley, and settled on the 
homestead. Two sons, Peter and Martin, and one 
daughter, Ella, who died at the age of 15 years of 
diptheria, one of the first cases to appear in our whole 
county. In 1861 Andrew Yeager refugeed to High¬ 
land, where he and his son Martin died of camp fever. 
His property was burned in the absence of the family. 
The battle of Camp Bartow was fought here in 1861. 

Peter Dilley, the only surviving child of Andrew 
Yeager, married Margaret Bible, daughter of Jacob 
Bible, and rebuilt the pioneer homestead. The follow¬ 
ing particulars about his family are in hand: Charles 
Andrew married Allie Arbogast, and lives at Marlin- 
ton; William Jacob married Grace Hull; Etta became 
Mr8 Harper McLaughlin of Bath Connty; Alcena is 
now Mrs Charles Pritchard, of Dunmore; Alice was 
married to Henry Flenner, and lives near -the home¬ 
stead; Gertrude is at home with her parents. 

Peter D. Yeager now resides at Travelers Repose, 
the pioneer homestead, which he in a large measure 
restored from the terrible devastation of war. He was 
a Confederate soldier, became a prisoner and spent a 
long time at Camp Chase. He was not released until 
July, 1865. 

John Yeager, the pioneer, seems to have been a 
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person of great physical endurance, a noted hunter, 
and an industrious, laborious farmer. One of the in¬ 
cidents coining to us by tradition, illustrating what 
manner of man he was, is related in the Arbogast 
sketches. A panther had been driven by dogs up a 
very lofty, densely branched hemlock, at night. A 
torch of piue was prepared, and the fearless, agile man 
ascended the tree, torch in hand, until he could locate 
the game. Upon doing this he laid the torch on two 
limbs and descended until he could reach the flintlock 
rifle, carefully primed and charged. He then returned 
to his torch and by its light shot the panther. 


JOHN YEAGER, JUNIOR, 

The relationship bearing the Yeager name is at pre¬ 
sent mainly represented in our county by the descend¬ 
ants of John Yeager, of the third remove from the 
pioneer John Yeager. Hence this paper will be main¬ 
ly devoted to the home history of his descendants. 

John Yeager’s wife was Margaret Arbogast, grand¬ 
daughter of Adam Arbogast, the pioneer of the east 
branch of the Greenbrier. Soon after his marriage he 
settled on the homestead, now known as Camp Alle¬ 
ghany. The sons were William Asbury, Henry Ar¬ 
bogast, Brown McLauren, Paul McNeel, and Jacob 
Reese. The daughters Eliza Ann, Fannie Elizabeth, 
Sarah Jane, who died aged 13 years; Eveline Medora, 
Leah Alice, and Emma Mildred. 

Eliza Ann became Mrs A. M. Y. Arbogast and lives 
on the east branch of the Greenbrier, near the north- 
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ern limits of the county. Her home is widely known. 

Fannie Elizabeth is now Mrs James I). Kerr, and 

lives at the Kerr homestead on Salisburvs Creek. 

Eveline Medora was married to Josiah O. Beard, 
and now lives near Greenbank. Her children are 
Irbie, Leslie, Arthur, Brown, Monroe, Blanche, Ber¬ 
tie, Bertha, Ruby, Nellie Bly, and Margie. Monroe 
and Blanche are twins, also Bertie and Bertha. Mr 
aud Mrs Beard had their home on the upper Green¬ 
brier. Blanche died of membranous croup, in her 
father's absence, and the house being isolated by deep 
water, the mother could get no assistance from the 
neighbors on that sad day. In a held near the present 
home Arthur was caught in a shower. He first shel¬ 
tered under a wagon, but as it leaked so much he ran 
to a neighboring tree and was instantly killed by light¬ 
ning. His brother Irby was near and saw it all. 

Leah Alice and her brother Jacob Reese died of 
diptheria. They were among tne first victims of this 
drehd malady in our whole county, so far as there is 
any record. 

Emma Mildred first married Michael 0. Beard, aud 
settled in Texas. He died at Fort Worth, Texas. Mrs 
Beard’8 second marriage was with W. P. Ledbetter, of 
Georgia. She then settled in the Indian Territory, at 
Ardmore, where she died a few years since. Her child¬ 
ren, Clyde Yeager Beard and Yeva Ledbetter, are in 
the motherly care of her sister Mrs Eliza A. Arbogast. 

Emma Mildred Yeager had a passion for learning, 
and was very popular in society and greatly esteemed 
for her attractive character. She had about completed 
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the course of study at Winchester for a literary degree 
with marked distinction. Had it not been for circum¬ 
stances over which the brilliant young student had no 
control, she would have been the first lady from our 
county to be thus honored. 

William Asbury Yeager was a Confederate soldier 
in the 31st Virginia Regiment, and was killed at 
Hatcher's Run, Feb. 6, 1835. Hu was in the battle 
of Winchester, September 19, 1864, and when the en¬ 
gagement was over seventeen bullet holes were found 
in his clothing, but he did not get a scratch. The im¬ 
pression preuails among those who remember him that 
he was in all the engagements with the 31st, unless it 
was at Gettysburg, at which time he was in a Staunton 
hospital. He had but one furlough during the war. 

Henry A. Yeager married Luverta Beard, of Green¬ 
brier County, and settled at Camp Alleghany. His 
children were Eula Joe, recently deceased, who was 
the wife of Ur J. M. Cunningham, of Marlinton; 
Maud Leps, named for Rev J. C. Leps, the chaplain 
of the 31st Virginia Regiment, now Mrs R. C. Mc- 
Candlish, cashier of the Pocahontas Bank; Sallie 
Glenn, now Mrs S. B. Scott, of Marlinton; Walter H. 
lives in Cheyenne, and is a clerk in the emyloy of the 
Union Pacific Railway. His wife was Mabel Tupper. 
William Edgar Yeager died while holding the position 
of paymaster’s clerk at Washington. At the same 
time he pursued a course of medical studies, and had 
about finished with credit half of the four years pre¬ 
scribed course when his health failed. He died Nov. 
26, 1896. Paris Damerou Yeager spent some years 
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at Cheyenne, Wyoming, in the service of the Pacific 
Express Company and the Continental Oil Company. 

Hon H. A. Yeager was a Confederate soldier in the 
31st Virginia Regiment, and was in all the engage¬ 
ments except when disabled by wounds. He has rep¬ 
resented his county in the legislature, and was special 
agent of the National Land Office during the first 
Cleveland administration, and was stationed at Chey¬ 
enne, Wyoming. He was among the first to boom 
Marlinton. 

Brown McLaurin Yeager married Harriet Elizabeth 

Arbogast, and they live at Marlinton. Their children 
ara J. Walker Yeigar and La .vis A. Yaa^ar, lawyers; 
Dr John M. Yeager, Sterling, Bruce, and Paul Mc- 
Graw, and the daughters are Daisy, now Mrs W. B. 
Sharp; Texie, Brownie, and Goldie. Mr Yeager is 
local manager for the Pocahontas Development Com¬ 
pany. He has surveyed many thousand acres of land 
in Pocahontas and has served as commissioner of 
school lands. 

Paul McNeel Yeager married Huldali Arbogast and 
lives on the pioneer homestead opened up by Adam 
Arbogast. His children are Pearl, Lucy, Mamie, 
Jewell, Frederick, and Clinton. He has a great repu¬ 
tation as a hunter. His portrait in hunting garb aud 
a sketch of his exploits have appeared in one of the 
hunting journals. 

John Yeager,' the third, was a person of more than 
ordinary endowments. By a patient course of studies, 
mainly self directed, pursued at times when he could 
get an hour’s leisure from manual labor, be became 
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qualified for the* duties of a surveyor. He was deputy 
surveyor for a number of years, associated with Samp¬ 
son L. Mathews, who was the first surveyor of Poca¬ 
hontas County. He was in subsequent years associat¬ 
ed with Colonel Paul McNeel and George Edmiston in 
searching for vacant lands, and under their direction 
made entries comprising acres that even now have a 
fabulous sound in our ears—as to their extent and 
numbers. 

When Colonel Rust, of the 3d Arkansas Regiment, 
became acquainted with Mr Yeager he was so favora¬ 
bly impressed by his intelligence and experience as to 
select him for the perilous duty of reconoitering the 
Federal fortifications on the summit of Cheat Moun¬ 
tain. The Colonel left his encampment in the most 
secret way possible, and w r ith John Yeager as pilot 
and solitary companion, approached the Federal en¬ 
campment unobserved and succeeded in passing into 
and throughout the garrison, made careful observations 
of the character and position of the defence, and with¬ 
drew without arousing suspicion as to the purpose of 
their presence in the camp. With the knowledge thus 
obtained, Colonel Rust planned the assault he soon 
after attempted to make, but owing to high water and 
other obstacles, time was lost, and the Federal officers 
were thus enabled to learn what was going on, and 
they made preparations accordingly. When this be¬ 
came apparent to Colonel Rust he withdrew 7 without 
making the assault, as had been so skillfully planned 
at the extreme personal risk of himself and his trusted 
guide, John Yeager. 
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A few months after this perilous adventure John 
Yeager died, December, 1861, aged 48 years. When 
the battle of Alleghany was fought in that same month 
the balls seemed to fall like hail upon the roof, but 
none of the inmates were touched. 


ABRAM DUFFIELD, 

The first cottage prayer meeting the writer remem¬ 
bers was at the home of Abram Dutiield. Early one 
Sabbath in May, the writer’s parents with their four 
children came to the Duffield home to attend the meet¬ 
ing that had been announced. No one had yet arrived 
when we reached the place. Upon entering the porch 
voices were heard within as if persons were engaged in 
reading or prayer. Standing by the door and listen¬ 
ing we found that it was the venerable Abram Duffield 
reading to his invalid wife the account given by Saint 
Mathew of our Redeemer’s temptation in the wilder¬ 
ness. He was reading , at the moment where it is 
written: 4 ‘He shall give His angels charge concerning 
thee and in their hands shall they bear thee up, lest at 
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.” Then 
she remarked: “Oh, that is so good; how encouraging 
it is for poor me.” Finally the venerable man resum¬ 
ed and then prayed after reading. “Then the Devil 
leaveth him, and behold angels came and ministered 
unto him. Then again the same one observed: “Oh, 
how good to hear that our Lord gained the victory. 
How safe it makes one feel to have him for our Saviour 
who is so loved by the angels.” There seemed to be 
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mutual rejoicing over the Redeemer's victory, and if 

the benefits of this victory had been for these two old 

people alone, their satisfaction could not have been, 
seemingly, more real. When silence intervened we 
knocked at the door and were told to come in. There 
were the two old people, and no one else, in the room. 

It was not long, however, before quite a number as¬ 
sembled, and the cottage prayer meeting was quite a 
spirited one- 

Abram Duffield is believed to have come from the 
lower Valley, during the Revolution or soon after, and 
at the time referred to was living on the farm now oc¬ 
cupied bv Newton Duffield. The venerable Mrs Dnf- 
field was Hannah Moore, daughter of Moses Moore, 
the well known pioneer. 

From Mrs Catherine Kellison, on the Dry Branch of 
Swago, we gathered the following particulars. 

Andrew Duffield was the eldest son of Abram. Duf- 
field's family. He married Jane Moore, daughter of 
Robert Moore, Senior. In reference to Andrew Duf- 
field's family, we learn that Robert M. Duffield lives 
in Jackson County, West Virginia. William Duffield, 
a Union soldier, died during the war at the home of 
Jacob Waugh in Barbour County. Andrew Duffield, 
Junior, died of fever at the age of sixteen years. Re¬ 
becca Jane Duffield is now deceased. Eliza Duffield 
became the wife of Captain Walton Allen of Clover 
Creek, who was a well known scout in the late war be¬ 
tween the States. Catherine Duffield was married to 
Clark Kellison, near Buckeye, a Union soldier under 
Sheridan. He was also on detached service on the 
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western plains after the war in the U. S. Cavalry. He 
received his discharge just in time to escape the Custer 
massacre. 

John Duffield, son of Abram, the pioneer, married 

Rebecca Sharp, daughter of John Sharp, Senior. Mr 
Duffield settled at the Mill property on Stony Creek, 

but his later years were spent on the farm where his 
father Abram had lived and died. His sons were 
Hamilton, Wesley, Newton—who lives on the old 
homestead;—Emory, and McKendree in Colorado. 
Andrew, a bright and beautiful little boy, the pet and 
pride of the household, was at play on the porch. His 
mother was busily sewing just inside the door, not six 
feet away. Wondering what was keeping Andrew so 
quiet, she turned to the door and found him dead— 
strangled by the crupper of her saddle. The shock was 
such that she never fully recovered from the effects, 
though she lived for more than fifty years afterwards. 

Sarah Jane Duffield became the w T ife of Joseph 
Moore, son of the late Addison Moore. 

Nancy Ell mi Duffield was married to the late Mar¬ 
cell us Ratliff, and now lives on a portion of the old 
homestead near Green hill school house. 

William Duffield, son of Abram and Hannah Duf- 
iield, married Hannah Brock, daughter of Thomas 
Brock. He settled near the Sulphur Spring, The 
property is at present occupied by William Gay, whose 
wife, Martha Gay, is a daughter of William Duffield. 
Mr Gay was a Union soldier, and had remarkable ad¬ 
ventures while escaping from the army below Rich¬ 
mond, and making his way with live or six others 
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through East Virginia, the Valiev, the mountains of 

Bath and Pocahontas back to Stony Creek. 

Caroline Duffield was married to George Auldridge. 
They are living in Iowa, having the comforts of a 
prosperous home. 

Hannah Dutfield was married to David Cochran and 

lives at the end of Droop Mountain. 

One of William DuffielcPs daughters died in early 
youth of what was called the “cold plague,” but judg¬ 
ing from reported symptoms it would be called now 
“congestive chills." 

This hard working man, William Duffield, finally 
met his death by a tree falling upon him which he was 
chopping for browse. Tlicj snow was quite deep, aud 
when the family became uneasy that he did not come 
to dinner, Rebecca, the eldest of the family, went to 
see what was the reason. She found him dead under 
the tree, buried in the snow. She told what had hap¬ 
pened, and other members sf the family hastened to 
the neighboring homes for assistance. Rebecca went 
back and chopped the large tree in two, and had the 
log rolled away before any one had time to get there, 
and was holding her poor dead father's head in her 
arms. Rebecca now resides in Kansas, and is report¬ 
ed to be living in very comfortable circumstances. 

Mary Duffield became the wife of Alexander Moore 
and went to the west. 

The writer cherishes very tender recollections of 
John Duffield, the honest and faithful miller, whom he 
met so frequently at mill when a mere youth. A few 
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months before the venerable man’s death we met after 
a separation of more than thirty years. It was at a 
sacramental service, and during the recess we met and 
conversed for some time. He feelingly expressed the 
pleasure it gave him to meet once more in this life. 
From what I can learn this was about the last time my 
venerable friend ever put to his lips the visible cup of 
salvation. 


WILLIAM WANLESS. 

For more than a hundred years the Wanless name 
has been a familiar one in our region of country. # Ac¬ 
cording to tradition vaguely entertained, Ralph and 
Stephen Waidess, natives of England, came to Virgin¬ 
ia and settled on the Wanless place, near Mount Tabor 
school house, in the “Hills,” five miles north of Hun¬ 
tersville. One of Ralph’s sons was William Wanless, 
who married Nancy Wilson, from near Fort Defiance, 
Virginia. She was a sister of the wife of Isaac Moore, 
Senior, of Knapps Creek. They settled on Back Al¬ 
leghany, and were the parents of nine daughters and 
seven sons. The daughters were Rachel, Jane, Eliza, 
Martha, Nancy Ann, Margaret who died aged 7 years, 
Mary died aged 15 years, Melinda who was drowned 
when a young woman in Leatherbark Creek, and Ma¬ 
tilda. The sons were James, Andrew, Nelson, Ralph, 
Allen, and two unnamed who died in infancy. 

Rachel, the eldest daughter, married the late John 
Logan, and settled in Randolph County, lived awhile 
in Barbour County, and finally located on Alleghany. 
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Mr Logan was a very estimable citizen, a ruling elder 
in the Presbyterian church, and a very skillful cabinet 
maker, and an upright person in his dealings. In re¬ 
ference to the Logan family these particulars are giv¬ 
en: Nancy Jane Logan is on Back Alleghany. Eliza 
Ann Logan became Mrs Enos Curry, and lives near 
the homestead. Mary Elizabeth Logan was married 
to John Curtis, and settled on Back Alleghany. Re¬ 
becca Logan married James Galford, and lives on 
Back Alleghany. Ina Josephine Logan was married 
to Samuel Renick Hogsett and lives cm Browns creek. 
Preston Logan died at the age of seven, and William 
Logan when three years old. 

Jflne Wanless was married to the late David Mc¬ 
Laughlin near Driftwood. 

Eliza Wanless was married to the late Chesley K. 
K. Moore, of Dnnmore, and now lives on Alleghany. 

Martha became Mrs Henry Nottingham. 

Nancy Ann married P. Nicholas and moved to Min¬ 
nesota, where she now lives. 

Matilda Wanless was married to William Cassell, on 
Greenbrier River, a few miles east of Greenbank. 

The Rev James Wanless, a brother of William Wan¬ 
less, was in his day widely known as a minister of the 
M. E. Church, and in the last years of his life was in 
the pale of the M. P. Church. Early in life he mar¬ 
ried Miss Elizabeth Sharp, daughter of John Sharp, 
Senior, one of the original settlers near Frost, and set¬ 
tled on Thorny Creek at the place owned at this .time 
by Newton Fertig. Sometime in the twenties James 
Wanless cleared considerable land. His brother Ste- 
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phen was a blacksmith, and lived on Back Creek near 
the Irvine Brick House, While trying to shoe a re¬ 
fractory herse belonging to Squire John Hamilton, 
about, sixty years ago, he was instantly killed. His 
sons were John F., William, and James. Rev James 
Wanless adopted the three nephews and reared them 
to manhood. In the meantime he prospered financial¬ 
ly, and bought from James Sharp the property now 
occupied by John F. Wanless. In connexion with his 
farming enterprises, James Wanless operated two mills 
and prospered enough to accumulate a very respectable 
competency for those times. 

James Wanless was a zealous local preacher, and 
rarely ever spent a silent Sabbath. He seemed to have 
had great admiration for John the Baptist as a model 
backwoods preacher. It was evidently his belief that 
it was his duty to lift up a voice in the Pocahontas wil¬ 
derness against the vanities of the times. His spirit 
would be deeply stirred by the advent of a new fashion 
and then he would look up Mathew xi. 8 for his text: 
4 ‘But what went ye out for to see ? A man clothed in 
soft raiment ? Behold they that wear soft clothing are 
in king’s houses.’ 1 

While commenting on the wearing of soft raiment 
then the preacher would assign to the fashions and the 

vices their portion in due season, as he thought it was 
needed. “Now just consider what I say, my brethren 
and hearers. How would John the Baptist have look¬ 
ed in a swallow tailed coat, pointed toed shoes, pipe, 

whiskey bottle, and stovepipe hat, et cetera !” The 

devout people felt it would have been out of the ques* 
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t.ion for John to have been fond of such things, and 
many of the younger people from their talk evidently 

thought that to be in the fashion was to make a long 
step in a downward career. 

While it is hard to suppress our smiles, still it must 
be acknowledged that \*he:i it was felt to be a 

Christian duty to be plain and economical, it saved a 

vast deal of needless expenditure, and to rear a family 
and furnish a passable home was not the heavy, per¬ 
plexing business it is now. 

Ralph Wunless, Junior, first married Anna Poage, 
daughter of G. W. Poage of the Levels. After living 
in Huntersville several years as thr village blacksmith, 
he located on the homestead at Mount Tabor. Their 
children were George Poage, Hopkins, Mil urn, Sam¬ 
uel, and Margaret. 

John Wanless married Elizabeth Bridger, and set¬ 
tled in Lewis County. Mrs Wanless was noted for her 
skill in nursing the sick, and her services were in de¬ 
mand far nnd near. Sick people had so much confi¬ 
dence in her that they seemed to think there was no 
danger of dying if Mrs Wanless could be had in time. 

Most all the Wanless brothers were industrious and 
skillful workers in iron, acquired from their father, 
who seems to have been a genius in that line of indus¬ 
try, so useful to the people in pioneer and later times. 
When Ralph Wanless and his sons wrought at the anvil 
and caused the primitive forests to ring with their 
strong and resonant striking of hammers and sledges, 
their business was of essential importance. In their 
times most of the implements used in clearing lands, 
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cultivating the ground, and building houses were made 
at home. In the pioneer shops, and for years subse¬ 
quently were forged axes, hoes, shovel plows, bull- 

tongues, coulters, brush hooks, seng hoes, mattocks, 
broad axes, frows, grubbing hoes, pot hooks and pot 

bangers, kettle bales, log chains, double trees, single 

trees, door hinges and latches, and otiuer articles. 

Toiling, rejoicing, sorrowing, 

Onward through life he goes, 

Each morning sees some task begun, 

Each evening sees its close— 

Something attempted, something done 
Has earned a night’s repose. 

Thanks, thanks to thee, my worthy friend, 
For the lesson thou hast taught : 

Thus at the flaming forge of life 
Our fortunes must be wrought, 

Thus on the sounding anvil shaped 
Each burning deed and thought. 

—The Village Blacksmith. 


WALTER DRINNON. 

Among the pioneer settlers of the Ed ray district the 

Drill nous are believed to have been among the very 
first. From what the venerable James McCollam, a 
grandson of Lawrence Britmon, remembers there were 

three brothers, Charles, Lawrence, and Thomas, sons 

of Walter Drinnon from Ireland. It is more than 

probable they came here about the time John McNeel 
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and the Kinnison brothers had made their settlement 

in the Levels, for they came from the same county 
and neighborhood. 

Lawrence Drinnon settled on the Greenbrier above 
the mouth of Stony Creek. His wife was a member 
of the Day family, referred to in the Kinnison paper, 
but her name is not lemembered. Their children were 
James, Charles, John, Susan, and Sally. 

Susan married John Boggs, and lived for years in 
the Meadows of Greenbrier. Mr Boggs was engaged 
for a long time with Charles McClung, a noted Green¬ 
brier grazier and stock dealer, and prospered in busi¬ 
ness. From Greenbrier he went to Putnam County, 
entered 16,000 acres of land, and founded the notable 
Boggs settlement by situating his sons and daughters 
around him. 

Sally Drinnon became Mrs William McCollam, and 
lived on Bucks Mountain. 

John Drinnon married his cousin Elizabeth, daugh¬ 
ter of Thomas Drinnon, the Ed ray pioneer, and open¬ 
ed up the property lately owned by Thomas Auldridge, 
Senior. His sons were Thomas, Lawrence, James, 
and John. Thomas Drinnon married Rebecca Grimes 
and lived in Huntersville, keeping jail and shoemak¬ 
ing. Finally he went to Harrison County. Two of 
his sons were with the Union cavalry engaged in the 
battle of Droop Mountain. Lawrence Drinnon mar¬ 
ried Bettie Ratliff, and moved to Roane County. 
James Drinnon went to Nicholas County. John Drin- 
non went to Clay County, and was a teacher of schools 
in Clay and Nicholas counties. 
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John Drill non, of Lawrence, -was a soldier in the 
war of 1812 , and was in camp near Norfolk. One 
damp day he was out on dress parade, rather too early 

after an attack of measles, took a relapse and died 
soon after. 

At that time the late William Gay, Senior, was a 

youth living at Josiah Brown's. He had been to mill 
on Knapps Creek and was returning home after sun¬ 
down, and it was getting dusk as he came near the 
place where the gate opens leading to Thomas Auld- 
ridge’s present residence. The way to Browns went 
up the crest of the ridge on the side of which are the 
traces of the John Drinnon residence yet to be seen. 
The horse suddenly stopped, and the mill boy looked 
to see what it was, and there in a fence corner he saw 
John Drinnon, w T rapped in a blanket, and seemed to 
be taking his rest, but before he could speak to him 
the horse started off at headlong speed, and he could 
not check him up before reaching Brown’s. He told 
the family he had seen John Drinnon on his way 
home, and now they would hear news from the war. 
Upon going to Drinnon’s however it was found that 
he had not come in, and when they looked for him he 
could not be found. 

The whole matter remained a mystery until David 

Cochran and John R. Flemmens returned bringing the 
news of Drinnon's death. Upon comparing the time 
of niis decease with the time Gay saw the apparition at 

the side of the road, there was a striking coincidence. 

Thomas Drinnon, brother of Lawrence the pioneer, 

settled at Edray. After him Drinnon’s Ridge is nain* 
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od, and so lie has a monument as enduring as the ever¬ 
lasting hills. He made the first opening where the 
village of Ed ray now stands and owned much of the 

land that comprise the attractive farm homes that pre¬ 
sent such a charming scene when viewed from the ‘big 
turn’ on the mountain road, whence is unfolded some 

of the most picturesqe mountain scenery in our county. 
Near where his house stood had been a favorite camp¬ 
ing place for Indians, and many stone relics in later 
years have been found in the fields thereabouts. A 
fine, bold spring is one of the features of the place, 
near William Sharp’s present residence. Thomas 
Drinnoif s home was broken up by Indians and his 
wife carried away prisoner and cruelly murdered on 
Elk Mountain, several miles from her home. The 
names of his sons were Jacob, William, and James. 

Jacob Driunon married Elizabeth, daughter of John 
Smith, on Stoney Creek, and settled in Nicholas coun¬ 
ty. William Drinnon lived in Nicholas county. 

James Driunan settled in Muskingum county, Ohio. 
He seems to have been deeply interested in legends 
concerning silver on Elk Mountain, at a locality called 
Hickory Ridge. It is belived he returned from Ohio 
and spent quite a while in efforts to identify the place, 
but was not able to make the find he was after. 

Charles Drinnon, believed to have been a younger 
brother of Thomas and Lawrence was in Indian captiv¬ 
ity for several years. When redeemed and brought 
home he frequently complained of it, as if he was son 
ry to leave his captors so attached he seemed to have 
become to Indian usages, manners and customs. It is 
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hinted too that there might have been an attractive 
young squaw in the question, a daughter of some tribal 
chief, but we will leave this for what it may be worth 

as a romantic confecture. At any rate he seemed sick 

about something and lie always had a good word for 
the Indian friends of his youth. One of the nice and 

pleasant things about Indian habits in his estimation 
was that his oid friends make their tires, took the good 
of them and were never in a hurry about their business 
of any kind. His name is perpetuated by a field now 
owned by Anderson Barlow. The legend is that this 
field was cleared by Charles Drinnon, and was proba¬ 
bly the first opening on Hazel Ridge. It is now desig¬ 
nated as the “Charley Field.’’ 

The compilor has recently learned from a very au¬ 
thentic source some particulars which he hopes the rea¬ 
der may notice and correct a statement elsewhere made 
about Mr Baker, who was killed by an Indian, being 
named James and a school teacher. His name was 
Henry Baker and he was doing a job of clearing for 
Lawrence Drinnon. Richard Hill was employed in 
raising the house a story higher and putting on a new 
roof. Patrick Slater was the school teacher and one 
of his pupils was the late Mrs Sally McCollam. Law¬ 
rence Drinnon had recently set out some apple trees 
he had carried from Hardy county. Early in the mor¬ 
ning of Baker's death some one was seen among these 
trees and it was supposed to be Slator pulling up tin 
weeds and grass, it turned out however to be an In¬ 
dian warrior. Soon as night came after the shooting 
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of Baker, Nathan, a colored servant b 3 I > 1 ^in t) 

Lawrence Drinnon, was sent across the river into Mar¬ 
lin Mountain, crossing Knapps ('reek at Leydon Bot¬ 
tom, then following Buckley Mountain, cane to 
Greenbrier at Stephen Cave Run, and thence went to 
the fort at Midpoint, located where Isaac McNeel’s 
residence now stands. 


ROBERT MOORE 

Robert Moore was a son of Moses Moore, the dis¬ 
tinguished pioneer. He was born May 27, 1772, and 
was reared on Knapps Creek. His wife was Rebecca 
McCollam, of Brown’s Mountain, near Driscol. After 
living a number of years on the Greenbrier at the 
Bridger place, he moved to Edray on the Drennon 
opening. They were the parents of five sons, Isaac, 
Robert, Andrew, James, William, and one daughter, 
Jane, who became Mrs Andrew Duffield and lived at 
the head of Stoney Creek, now owned by the Delan¬ 
ey family who recently moved into our county. 

Isaac Moore married Catherine Gillilan and settled 
at Edray where S. B. Moore lives. In their family 
were three sons and five daughters. Mary Ann be¬ 
came Mrs Amos Barlow, first wife; Rebecca became 
Mrs David Hannah; Elizabeth is Mrs Bryson Hannah, 
near Frost; Eveline became Mrs Paul Sharp; Julia is 
now Mrs William Sharp. 

Allen Taylor Moore married Mary Catherine Gay, 
daughter of the late Robert Gay and Mrs Bettie Gay. 



HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


465 


He lives near Edray. His children are John Kenney, 
Evansville, Indiana; Robert, in Butte City, Montana; 
Georgia Miami, who was the late Mrs Isaac Sharp; AL 
wilda Nebraska, now Mrs John Young; and Lula Eliz¬ 
abeth, now Mrs Davis Barlow. 

William Rives Moore married Ruth Gay, and lived 
near Edray. He was a person greatly respected. His 
sympathies were with the Union adherents, and he 
died at Wheeling during the war, after many vicissi¬ 
tudes. 

Samuel Brysou Moore married Ann Sharp and lives 
on the Edray homestead, and is a farmer and mer¬ 
chant. Mrs Effie Barlow and Mrs Flora Gay are his 

daughters. 

Andrew Moore fell from a tree near the imp 

at the Bridger place in early youth, and wans instantly 
killed. 

lii n Moore, upon attaining his majority, went 

to Ohio, where he rose to eminence as a physician and 

became widely known as a preaching elder in the 
Church of the Disciples. 

James R. Moore, upon his marriage with Mrs Jane 
Funkhouser, of Rockbridge County, lived some years 
on part of the homestead. He thence moved to Brax¬ 
ton County. His children were Porterfield, Ephraim, 
and Mary Ellen. The latest information the friends 
have of his sons they were arranging for a trapping 
and hunting excursion to the Rocky Mountains. They 
had previously hunted a great deal in the Williams 
River wilds and were quite successful. The mantle of 
their eminent ancestor, Moses Moore, seems to have 
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fallen on them. 

Robert Moore, Junior, married Eliza Bruffey, a 
grand-daughter of Richard Hill, the pioneer. After 
living on the Edrav homestead many years he moved 
to Iowa. . His sons are Franklin, Moses, and George. 

Franklin D. Moore married Sallie Young, and re¬ 
sides at Fort Scott, Kansas. 

Moses C. Moore married Susan Livermore, and after 
a brief residence at Edray, moved to Kansas. He is a 
telegraph operator. Mrs Moore is a teacher. 

George P. Moore first married Lizzie Poage, and 
settled on a section of the Edray homestead. His sec¬ 
ond marriage was with Mrs Ruth Moore. He is a local 
elder in the pale of the M. E. Church, a successful 
merchant and grazier, proficient as a mechanic, Coro¬ 
ner of the county, and has been commissioner of the 
court* and President of the Pocahontas Bank. 

The property owned by Robert Moore was first 
opened by Thomas Drinnon, and is one of the earliest 
settlements in this regions. The Drinnon tract must 
have included thousands of acres. The quality of the 
land is of the best, much of it spontaneously sodding 
in bluegrass when timber is belted. Parties who know 
are rather reticent as to the precise spot occupied by 
the Drinnon cabin home, since surveying parties have 
been so anxious to locate it. It will be remembered 
that Thomas Drinnon’s home was broken up and some 
of his family killed and carried into captivity by the 
Indians. 

When Robert Moore took possession but a few acres 
were cleared. He and his sons made extensive im- 
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provements of a very substantial character. He erect¬ 
ed a commodious two story brick building, the first 
and* only building of its kind in the vicinity. The site 
is very near William Sharp’s residence, and much of 
the brick was used in the new building. A field just 
beyond William Sharp’s in the direction of Elk is 
thought to have been one of the first to be cultivated. 

It is more than likely that the first time Robert 
Moore ever set foot on lands some day to be his own, 
was when he came from the east with his father and 
others in pursuit of French surveyors and their Indian 
guides. An Indian was killed and a Frenchman 
wounded near where the two prongs of the Indian 
Draft converge. It has not been so many years since 
human remains were unearthed near that place. It is. 
the impression of some, too, that it was the dispersion 
of this exploring party that originated the legends of 
hidden treasures in two or three localities of our coun¬ 
ty, some near Midpoint others near Marlinton. 

Robert Moore was the worthy son of a worthy fath¬ 
er. Everybody had confidence in “Uncle Bobby,” 
and when he went hence to be no more, genuine tears 
embalmed the memory of the kind, honest, and brave 
old settler. 


ISAAC MOORE. 

One of the sacred duties resting on the living is to 

preserve memories of wo rtliy c iti zeus now d eceased, 

and heed the lessons illustrated, that may stimulate 
and encourage useful endeavors to have similar aims 
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ii; our own lives. 

“For as the light 

Not only serves to show but render us 

Mutually profitable; so our lives, 

In acts exemplary, not only win 

Ourselves good names, but do to others give 

Matter for virtuous deeds by which we live.” 

The aim of this article is to perform such a service 
with reference to Squire Isaac Moore, whose name ap¬ 
pears in the first records of our county, and was asso¬ 
ciated with its history for forty years. 

He was born March 2, 1800, at the “Bridger place” 
four or five miles east of Ed ray. He grew up familiar 
with many of the privations of pioneer life, but was 
happily exempt from the risks and perils that were 
such features of the times a few years previously from 
Indian raids. 

The surroundings of his home were picturesque: the 
river with its rapid waters of crystal purity, the over¬ 
hanging hills that bordered the wooded valley where 
the log home stood, made a scene that would attract 
notice anywhere. It was only one place among hun¬ 
dreds to be found in a vast expansive region to which 
Homer's famous line about Ithaca would apply: 

1 r< u;h wild nurse land, whose crops were men.” 

Here Mr Moore lived snd toiled until early manhood. 

The greatest sorrow of his young life was when he saw 
his brother Andrew buried. He was killed by falling 
from a tree near the sugar camp, while members of the 
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family were stirring off a kettle of sugar. In 1820 
Robert Moore, his father, moved his family to Edray 
and built near the noted Drinnon Spring. Soon after 

this change Isaac Moore married Miss Catherine Gilli¬ 
land, daughter of Squire John Gilliland, whose resi¬ 
dence was on top of the mountain overlooking Mill- 

point. 

The young people soon settled in the woods near the 
old home. Not a tree was cut before Mr Moore be¬ 
gan to clear out a place for a house, garden, and grain 
patch. Three times a day the young wife would go to 
the Drinnon spring, nearly a mile away, to attend the 
milking, churning, and getting things for table use. 

Mr Moore was fond of books and was anxious to be¬ 
come a good scholar. He diligently improved his op¬ 
portunities, and with such assistance as he received 
from an old field school teacher he mastered what was 
called the three t; RV’—Rithmetic, Reading, and Rit- 
ing. Fortunately for him Colonel John Baxter, a near 
neighbor, had what is believed to have been the largest 
and best collection of books in the county, probably as 
many as one hundred volumes—history, travel, fiction, 
and poetry. He had the use of these books at *will, 
and thus his taste for reading was in a measure grati¬ 
fied until he could procure ample reading elsewhere. 

For ' good many winters young Moore taught 
schoo in a house near the present residence of George 
t. It was of the pioneer style, built of unhewn 
logs, chinked and daubed, roofed with boards, kept ini 
place by press poles, one end taken up by the chimney 
of sticks and clay. A window extended the entire 
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length of one side, lighted with greased paper, a sub¬ 
stitute for glass. 

The Barlows, Moores, Baxters, Duncans, Smiths, 
and Duffields were the chief patrons of the school dur¬ 
ing the years of his service. To promote order and 

discipline the young teacher cut a haw switch of por- 

tentious length and placed it in view of the whole 
school, and for a time the effect appeared salutary. 
One day, however, just as play time was over and the 
scholars were gathering in, the teacher was arranging 
a backlog, and while in a stooping position one of the 
scholars took down the switch and dealt the teacher a 
stinging blow across the shoulder and side of the head. 
He skipped out of the door and ran at the top of his 
speed through the woods with the teacher in hot pur¬ 
suit. In about a half mile the fugitive was overtaken, 
and the first impulse was to punish him by wearing 
out the switch. The recreant scholar seemed so sorry 
and plead so piteously that the teacher relented and 
agreed to let him off that time. He became a good 
boy and gave no more trouble. 

At the first term of the Pocahontas Court Mr Moore 
was appointed a captain of the 127th Regiment of Vir¬ 
ginia Militia. He served as magistrate for many years, 
and was high Sheriff when his time came as senior 

member of the court. i one of the main busi. 

ness agents of his Ihborhood in drawing up wills, 
deeds, wr iti nd articles of agreement, in all which 
he excelled. Important changes in the public roads 
suggested by him were made, and new roads were pro¬ 
jected. At his request a largely attended meeting was 
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held to consider reforms in the schools. So much was 
lie interested in educational affairs that at this meeting 
a Board of Education was organized to supervise the 
schools in the Edray district, and have them taught by 
such teachers as were examined and approved by the 
Board. He led a spirited controversy in the effort to 
have silent schools in place of the noisy vocal schools. 
His point was carried and silent schools became the 
rule. This occurred about the year 1846. 

In politics Mr Moore was a Henry Clay Whig. 
Among his last votes, perhaps his very last, he cast for 
the ordnance of secession. During the summer and 
fall of 1861 Edray swarmed with soldiers on the march 
or in the camp. Mr Moore contracted camp fever late 
in the season. About the time he had convalesced 
enough to move about, he was seized by measles of a 
malignant type, from which he died December, 5, 
1861, in the 62d year of his age. 

Some years previously he avowed his faith in Christ. 
Until lately the writer of this tribute had a letter writ¬ 
ten to him while at College by Mr Moore, giving in¬ 
formation of the great change that had come over his 
mind, and of his new desires and heavenly hopes. In 
that letter, too, he expressed a regret that he had not 
borne the cross from his youth, and permitted so many 
years to pass away unmindful of his duty to Christ as 
an open follower. He \ a conscientious person 
from his youth to old e had the substance, if 

not the form. To the writer and many others his name 
is precious, and will be for years to come. 
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His memory long will live alone 
In all their hearts as mournful light, 
That broods above the fallen sun 
And dwells in heaven half the night. 


WILLIAM MOORE. 

This paper is devoted to the memory of William 
Moore, the youngest of Moses Moore's sons. It is be¬ 
lieved by some that the plaee of his birth, (which oc¬ 
curred September 18, 1784,) was near the McClintic 
Mill on Swago. The locality was indicated quite re¬ 
cently by some apple trees of great age. His youth 
and early manhood were passed on Knapps Creek. 
After his marriage to Christine Dods, of Rockbridge 
County, he lived for a time near Timber Ridge in that 
county, and then settled permanently on Hazef Ridge, 
on lands now owned by Lee Carter and Anderson Bar- 
low, between one and two miles west of Edray. Their 
family consisted of three sons and two daughters: 
James Elliot, Addison, Alexander, Margaret and Jane. 

Margaret Moore was married to Colonel John W. 
Ruckman, and lived near Millpoint. 

Jennie Moore married Captain William D. Hefner. 
Captain Hefner was a millwright by occupation. After 
living in Pocahontas some years he located in Fayette 

County. He was a gallant Confederate otfieer, an ef. 

fective scout, and finally lost his life in the battle of 
Lewisburg, along with his -eldest son Franklin. Mrs 
Hefner now lives in Kansas. Pathetic memories arise 
in the mind as we think of the father and son falling 
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side by side, mingling their blood in death on the gory 
ground, and then dust to dust in one honored grave. 

Alexander Moore first married Mary Bradshaw, near 
Huntersville, and settled on the homestead. His sec¬ 
ond marriage was with Mary Huffield, and finally went 
to Kansas. The names of his children: Lee, Moffett, 
Florence, Susie, Mary Winters, Frankie, aud Elliot. 

Addison Moore, after his marriage with Elizabeth 
Hannah on Elk, settled on Hazel Ridge, where lie liv¬ 
ed many years- went to Iowa, then returned, and died 
at an advanced age at the home of his son, William 
Allen Moore, at Huttonsville a few years since. 

Addison Moore seemed to have been a born physi¬ 
cian. He acquired by reading and experimenting con¬ 
siderable medical skill, and rendered much valuable 
service to afflicted friends and neighbors. 

James E. Moore was married three times. His first 
wife was Margaret Sutton. Her children were Davis, 
who died in Iowa; John Sutton, a prominent teacher of 
schools in Pocahontas County; Enoch H., a merchant; 
Bryson, Confederate soldier, slain at Gettysburg; Ra¬ 
chel, wife of the late M. A. Friel; Martha, first wife 
of Andrew Taylor, and lived on Laurel Creek; and 
Agnes, now Mrs Rufus Wheeler of the Baltimore Con¬ 
ference. 

Second wife was Mary Buir. Her only son, Wal¬ 
lace, was drowned at Ronceverte a few years since. 

Third wife was Luemma, daughter of Samuel .Har¬ 
per on Knapps Creek. Her daughter Ella, now Mrs 

Marion White; Birdie, wife of Rev W H. Ballengee 

of the Baltimore Conference. Lloyd Moore married 
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Ressie Bird, and lives in Lynchburg, Va. Frank 
Moore married Annie Cleek and lives near Millpoint. 
Lee Moore married Lizzie Hicks, of Bath, and lives at 
the Millpoint homstead. 

Rev Janies E. Moore was a busy man of affairs. He 
taught school in many places at intervals for fifty or 
sixty years, was a local Methodist preacher nearly as 
long, a laborious farmer, and was Commissioner of the 
Revenue. He is remembered by the old soldiers that 
went out to Grafton with Captain Andrew McNeel’s 
cavalry and Captain D. A. Stofer’s 4 'Pocahontas Res¬ 
cues,” for the farewell address that he delivered at 
John Varner’s, near Split Rock, one Sabbath morning. 
This scene connected with the departure of these troops 
for the most advanced and exposed post of the Con¬ 
federate frontier, ready to do and dare, was full of in. 

terest. By the next Sabbath these troops were at Graf¬ 
ton with their “tin cups and pocket knives,” ready to 
do and dare in the nearest north and most exposed of 
all Confederate positions. 

General William Skeene also made an address in re¬ 
sponse to Mr Moore’s, and some of his words are yet 
fresh in the memories of aged men. In his most im¬ 
passioned and eloquent manner General Skeene ex¬ 
claimed: “If you will attend to the ballot boxes we 
will attend to the cartridge boxes, and we will return 
to enjoy the blessings of liberty amid these green hills, 
bringing our laurels with us.” 

The few persons now remaining that remember Wil¬ 
liam Moore—“Uncle Billy” as he was called by every 
body—speak of him as the kindest of persons to every 
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one. He and Mrs Moore built up a very attractive 

home and reared a nice family. This home became 

•/ 

widely known for open handed hospitality. 

Mrs Moore, old “Aunt Teenie,” as she was so fa¬ 
miliarly called by the neighbors, was one of the most 

helpful and benevolent of persons in seasons of sick¬ 
ness or bereavement. She spared no pains day or 
night at all seasons, in vernal showers, in summer's 
heat, in autumn storms, or wintry snows, Aunt Tenie’s 
skillful hand would be one of the first to bring relief 
when pain and anguish furrowed a neighbor's brow, or 
where the death angel was heard knocking at the door 
of some one’s life. Her religious proclivities were de¬ 
cidedly and very positively presbyterian. 

While not a member of the church, William Moore's 
walk and conversation exemplified all the visible traits 
of genuine Christian principle. In a religious meet¬ 
ing in the old Hamlin Chapel, some years before his 
decease, he was invited by the class leader, the late 
John R. Duffield, to testify what he thought of the 
Christian religion. William Moore arose in that sol¬ 
emn and dignified manner for which he was rather re¬ 
markable, and stated that he had been a praying per¬ 
son for fifty years, and had conscientiously tried to live 
with a conscience void of offence toward God and man 
and, moreover, it was his heart’s desire hereafter to 
live in all good conscience toward the same. This tes¬ 
timony is remembered as one of the most to the pur¬ 
pose ever heard in that venerable place of worship. 

When Aaron Moore, on the Greenbrier, his brother, 
was nearing his end, William Moore paid him what 
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proved his final visit. His kind heart was so touched 
at seeing his aged brother so near death that before 
leaving he kneeled at the bed side and poured out his 

full heart in prayer and fraternal intercession for his 

aged dying brother. They then parted to meet no more 
alive. A more impressive scene is hard to imagine. 

Mrs Moore’s death was occasioned by a cancerous 
affection. Mr Moore survived her a few years. 

These esteemed persons, so lovely and pleasant in 
their lives, lived to a great age. They have quietly 
gone from us, and are now—with so many others—at 
rest in the Dufiield burying ground. This is a place 
that should be carefully and sacredly cared for as Gods 
Acre, planted with so much precious, immortal seed, 
that will some day appear springing up to the praise 
and glory of our Redeemer’s blood. 


JAMES COOPER, 

During most of the 19th century the Cooper name 
has been familiar in our region. James Cooper, the 
progenitor of the Cooper relationship, was a native of 
Augusta County, and was reared in the Mossy Creek 
section of that great County. Having married Nancy 
Agnes Wooddell, he came over with the Wooddells, 
very early in the settlement of the upper section of our 
county, and opened up property now owned by Robert 
N. Gum, near Greenbank, then known as the Piney 
Woods. They were the parents of four sons and six 
daughters. 
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Elizabeth Cooper became Mrs Woods, and settled 
at Greenhill, Highland County. 

Margaret became Mrs Enoch Hill and lived in 

Ritchie County. Her daughter Harriet became Mrs 
Fling, and lived at Flag, Ohio. Nannie became an¬ 
other Mrs Fling, and lived in Ritchie County. 

Jane Cooper became Mrs Andrew Kerr and lived 
near Dunmore. . Her daughter Nannie became Mrs 
Washington Hoover; Anne, now Mrs Raymer Davis, 
near Greenbank; Carolina, now Mrs Gatewood Sutton, 
at Durbin. Her son William Kerr in Pocahontas, and 
John Kerr lives in Lewis County. 

Lucinda Cooper became Mrs John Alexander Gilles¬ 
pie, late of Greenbank. Her children were Taylor, 
Amos, and Wise, the three sons. Her daughters were 
Nancy, who became Mrs George Beverage; Rachel, 
now Mrs Henry Sheets, near Dunmore; Margaret now 
Mrs John L. Hudson, near Louise, Mary now Mrs 
(George Sheets, and Martha. 

Nancy and Melinda are the names of James Coopers 
other two daughters. Thomas Cooper died in youth. 

John T. Cooper married in Marion County. He was 
a popular physician. He resided a number of years 
in Parkersburg and then at Claysville, where he died 
in 1878. His daughter Flora teaches school in Par¬ 
kersburg. His son James a foreman in machine shops ’ 
at Parkersburg and other points. Another son Arthur 
is a Presbyterian minister in Illinois, and there are 
three children deceased. 

Dr Cooper read medicine with the late Dr Strather, 
of the Warm Springs. He was prominent in church 
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circles, being a ruling elder in a Parkersburg Presby¬ 
terian congregation. 

James Harvey Cooper married Julia Ann Whitman, 
of Greenbrier County. They were the parents of five 
sons and three daughters. The daughters were Agnes 
who died in 1861, Julia Ann, and Rebecca. In refer¬ 
ence to the sons we have this remarkable but sad re¬ 
cord. They were all Confederate soldiers. Robert 
died in the war. James lost an arm in battle. John 
and Charles were each severely wounded, and George 
was killed in 1864 in battle n&ar Fishers Hill. 

Joseph W. Cooper married Rachel Tallman Sutton, 
and lived near Greenbank. They were the parents .of 
four sons and one daughter: Rachel, George Clark, 
James Amos, John William, and Charles Calvin. In 
1863 in the course of three weeks the dipthiretic 
scourge removed the mother, her daughter and three 
sons by death. 

J. W. Cooper’s second marriage was with Harriet 
Wade of Bath County. She lived about one year. 

His third marriage was with Mary Arbogast, near 
Glade Hill. Snowden, Walter, and Vivian were the 
children of this marriage. 

The writer would hereby cheerfully acknowledge the 
thanks due George C. Cooper for assistance rendered 
by him on the wayside, July 1, 1901, when we casu¬ 
ally met near Marvin Chapel and took notes under an 
apple tree, the thermometer 96 degrees. Without the 
data given by this grandson of the venerable pioneer 
this sketch could not have been prepared and the name 
of a most worthy pioneer would have been overlooked. 
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James Cooper's name appears in the organization of 
the county as one of the constables appointed. He 
served the public as magistrate, assessor, and teacher 

of schools. He was regarded with high esteem for his 
honest and elevated character in social and business re¬ 
lations. He was a prominent member of the Liberty 

Church in the early history of that historic congrega¬ 
tion, and his influence was ever for good morals, in¬ 
telligence, and refinement of manners, himself being a 
fine specimen of what is termed “a gentleman of the 
old school,” and was noted for his polite and gracious 
manners, correct and entertaining conversational pow¬ 
ers. 


ALEXANDER WADDELL. 

One of the pioneers of our county from whom quite 
a number of our people trace their descent was Alex¬ 
ander Waddell. He was of Scoteh-Irish descent and 
was among the earliest settlers in the neighborhood of 
Marvin Chapel. His wife was a Miss Rouss. He 
came from Augusta County before the Revolution, but 
in what year is not certainly known. He came out to 
examine the country, and looked over the Levels and 
the lands beyond Buckeye and around SewalTs Cave, 
and selected the place so long known as the Waddell 
Place, where the public road reaches the highest point 
oil the mountain in passing from Buckeye to Millpoint. 
When he first explored the Levels all was mainly 
vacant or unclaimed, and he might have entered the 
greater part of it. He concluded it was too level and 



480 


HISTORY OK POCAHONTAS COUNTY’ 


glady, and so he preferred the lands north of Millpoiut 
where he could be high enough to keep in the dry. 

Their daughter, Martha, married the late John Bar- 
low, of Edray, mentioned elsewhere. 

Elizabeth Waddell married William Sharp, near 
Edray. 

Ann Waddell married Squire James Sharp of Beaver 
('reek. Each of these sons-in-law of the early pioneer 
are specially mentioned in this book as men of promi¬ 
nence in the affairs of the county. 

Mary Waddell married Squire John Gillilan, near 
Millpoiut. This large family moved to Missouri, 
where their numerous descendants have their prosper¬ 
ous homes. 

t iimie Waddell married Josiali .Brown, near Edray. 

Miriam Waddell was married to John Thompson and 
moved to Ohio. 

The Waddell sons were John, William, and Alexan¬ 
der. To give his sons a chance to have their homes 
near him, the venerable pioneer concluded to move to 
Ohio and settled near Gallipolis. These sons all died 
in Ohio, and their history is not much known to their 
friends in West Virginia. 

Mr Waddell seems to have been a fervently pious 
person. It was his intense desire to live one hundred 
years, and he made this desire for longevity a matter 
of special prayer. He died in Ohio at the age of one 
hundred and two years, thus receiving a full measure 
and more of borrowed time. With long life God sat¬ 
isfied him, and showed him his salvation. 

The history of his life shows he had paid good atten- 
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tion to Bible reading where it is written in the thirty- 
fourth Psalm : “What man is he that desireth life and 
loveth many days that he may see good ? Keep thy 

tongue from evil and thy lips from speaking guile; de¬ 
part from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.” 

This Psalm was a great favorite with our pious pion¬ 
eer people, to give them consolation in their times of 
danger and distress. 


RICHARD HUDSON. 

The Hudson family trace their ancestry to Richard 
Hudson, . whose wife was Elizabeth Redden. They 
came from Augusta County early in the century, and 
settled in the woods on the head waters of Sitlingtons 
Creek, on lands now held by their grandsons, War¬ 
wick B. and John L. Hudson. This land was purchas¬ 
ed from a Mr Armstrong. A small opening had been 
made by one Posten previously. Mr and Mrs Hudson 
were the parents of seven daughters and three sons. 

Sally and Polly Hudson went to Ohio and married 
and settled in that State. 

Keziah Hudson, of whom the writer has no definite 
information, more than that she was named after one 
of Job’s daughters. 

Rachel Hudson married Dysard and lived in Bar¬ 
bour County. 

Matilda married Thomas Humphries and lived in 

Harbour County. 

Naomi became Mrs Samuel Mathews, and lived in 
Randolph County. M. G. Mathews, deceased, a 
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teacher and superintendent of Pocahontas schools, 
Charles Mathews and Captain J. W. Mathews, of 

Alvon, West Virginia, are her sons. 

Nancy Hudson first married John Seybert, of High¬ 
land County. Her second marriage was with Andrew 

Lockridge, of Bath County. 

Thomas Hudson went to Missouri, and married and 
settled there. 

Madison Hudson went to Maryland in his youth, 
and married and reared a large family. He prosper¬ 
ed in business, and was a citizen of prominence in 
neighborhood and county affairs. 

Elijah Hudson married Margaret Heaver, daughter 
of James and Sally Deaver, who are believed to have 
been the first settlers on Back Alleghany. They w T ent 
to housekeeping on the home place, and were the pa¬ 
rents of five daughters and eight sons: Jackson, Tho¬ 
mas, William, Warwick, Bird, Davis, Dallas, Paul 
McNeel, John Letcher, Sarah, Harriet, Laura, Nancy 
Jane, and Susan. In reference to the daughters we 
learn the following particulars. 

Sarah died in early youth. 

Harriet became Mrs John E. Gum, and lives near 
Greenbank. Her children are Dolly Bell, now Mrs 
Robert Ralston, in Highland. Nebraska is Mrs Oscar 

Orndorf; Margaret is at home. Charles went to Wis. 

cousin. William located in Colorado, and was with a 

party of engineers when he lost his life. Warwick 
operates a lumber train in Upshur County. 

Laura married Madison Humphries, and lives near 
Philippi. 
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Nancy Jane became Mrs Levi Beverage, and lived 
on Clover Creek, and was the mother of live sons and 
six daughters. 

Susan is now Mrs Uriah Bird, and lives at Marlin- 
ton, and is the mother of seven daughters and a son. 

In reference to Elijah Hudson’s sous the following 
particulars are in hand: 

William Hudson was a Union soldier, and settled in 
Missouri, where he married Maggie Palmer. They 
were the parents of four sons and one daughter. Their 
son Frank is in business in Oklahoma. William Hud¬ 
son is an eminent physician and banker. He has 
prospered greatly in business, and lives at Union Star, 
De Kalb County, Missouri. 

J aul McNeel Hudson also went to Missouri, and 
married Eliza Livingstone. They are both dead, and 
are survived by their daughter Mary. 

)avis Hudson, a Union soldier, settled in the west, 
ludson, ,11 it Confederate soldier, 31st 
Virginia Infantry, died in battle at Port Republic. 

Warwick Bird Hudson married Nancy Galford, and 
lives on a part of the homestead. Their children are 
William Frank, Mary Roxanna, Jesse Arden, and 
Rachel Cornelia Margaret. W. B. Hudson was a Con¬ 
federate lieutenant, 31st Virginia Infantry, and served 
in the war from start to finish. 

John Letcher Hudson married Margaret Virginia 
Gillespie, a daughter of the late John Gillespie, and 
resides at the old homestead on Sitlington’s Creek. 
They are the parents of six sons and six daughters: 
Marion Conner, Henry Harper, David Warden, Ed- 
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ward Arbuckle, Luther Gilbert, William McNeel. 
Ethel Grace, Hattie Jane, Laura Mattie, Clara Margie, 
Lucy Elizabeth, aud Minnie Ruth. 

Kindly assisted by Mrs Virginia Hudson, the writer 
lias thus been enabled to illustrate in a measure the 
history of one of the oldest of Pocahontas families. It 

will be noticed that Elijah Hudson’s decendants are 
the main representatives of the relationship now in our 
county. For this reason and others special mention is 
due his memory. 

Elijah Hudson, Esq., represented Pocahontas in the 
Virginia Legislature, was a member of the Pocahontas 
Court, and transacted a great deal of neighborhood 
business, writing wills, deeds of conveyance, and arti¬ 
cles of agreement. He was endowed with natural 
abilities of a high order, and he persistently made the 
most of his limited opportunities for mental improve¬ 
ment. During his life he taught many terms in the 
Old Field school house for the benefit of his neighbors 
and his own family. 

He was a speaker of more than ordinary fluency. 
The writer heard him on but one occasion, in 1844. 
His manner was instructive and logical. The tones of 
his voice were soft, and his enunciation was so perfect 
that not a word need be mistaken. Ilis aim seemed 
to be to convince and instruct rather than to be amus¬ 
ing, It is the impression of some that he never crack¬ 
ed a joke in his life while mi . political address. 

to take it for granted that everybody was 
sensible like himself, and liked to hear sensible speak¬ 
ing when the welfare of the country was in question. 
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He had a large pair of saddle bags about full of books, 
political pamphlets, and clippings from the newspa¬ 
pers, to which he would frequently refer to illustrate 

and enforce the points he made. Taken altogether, the 
effort was statesmanlike, and much above the political 

harangue so much in vogue at the time. He was a 
Jacksonian Democrat. 

He died after much intense suffering March 4, 1881, 
aged about 80 years. Mrs Hudson survived her hus¬ 
band until December 31, 1889, when she too passed 
away, aged about 83 years. 

Late in life Mr Hudson became a member of the 
Liberty Church. He witnessed a very satisfactory, in¬ 
telligent profession of his faith in the atoning blood of 
Christ. The older people tell us that one of the most 
solemn scenes they ever saw at the old Libelty church 
was when Elijah Hudson arose in the presence of the 
congregation, and with a contrite spirit assumed his 
Christian vows before taking his place at the commun¬ 
ion table, to take the cup of salvation and call upon 
his Lord and Redeemer. 


JOHN SUTTON, SR. 

July 27, 1894, was the last time the writer met the 

late John Sutton, Junior, whose painful death by a 
cancerous affction was mourned by a large circle of at¬ 
tached friends. Much of the morning was occupied in 

family reminiscence. His father, John Sutton the 

senior, was a native of Westmoreland County, and 
hence was neighbor of the Washington family. His 
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home was on the Potomac not far from Mount Ver¬ 
non. For some years John Sutton, Senior, was man¬ 
ager for Jacob Warwick at the Dun more farm, late in 

the last century. Finally he bought land and settled 

where his son, John Sutton, Junior, lived. Mrs Sut¬ 
ton was Rachel Gillispie, daughter of Jacob Gillispie. 

who owned nearly all the laud in sight of Greenbank 
looking north and east. Mrs Jacob Gillispie was Re¬ 
becca Berry, a half sister of Mary Vance Warwick, 
the widow Berry having married Mr Vance, who lived 
at Mountain Grove. Jacob Gillispie’s family consist¬ 
ed of nine daughters and six sous. 

John Suttou, Senior, paid a visit to his old home on 
the Potomac where it is said to be twelve miles across. 
His friends seemed astonished when he told them he 
had seen the head spring and drank of its water on 
Laurel Fork, near what is known as the Wilfong Set¬ 
tlement. 


JAMES TALLMAN. 

Among the names identified with our county’s his¬ 
tory that of Tallman has figured prominently for more 
than a hundred years, and while there are scores of 
our citizens with Tallman blood in their veins, yet the 
name is borne by but few anymore; as so many have 
moved away to other counties and western {States. 

The Tallman relationship trace their ancestry to 
James Tallman, who was a native of Augusta County. 
His first marriage was with Nancy Crawford, of that 
county, and soon afterwards settled on property west 
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of Green bank, now held by Joseph Beard, the heirs of 
Adam Arbogast, and Dr Moomau. This must have 
beeu before the Revolution, as all the probabilities 
point to that conclusion. There were in the first fami¬ 
ly three sons and two daughters: Rachel, Rebecca, 
Benjauiin, William, and Boone. 

Rachel was married to Peter Hull, of Highland, who 
was a son of Adam Hull. 

Rebecca was married to Reuben SI a veil. 

Benjamin Tallman married Elizabeth Warwick, and 
settled on property now owned by Captain Siple. The 
names of his children William, James, Robert, John, 
Cyrus, and Nancy, who became Mrs Benjamin Tail- 
man (son of Boone) and lives in Illinois. 

Benjamin Tallman was a colonel of the 127th regi¬ 
ment, a member of the court, represented the county 
in the Virginia House of Delegates, and was for many 
years a ruling elder in the Liberty Presbyterian 
church, and a justice of the peace. 

William Tallman married Jane Bradshaw, and set¬ 
tled on a section of the Tallman homestead. It was 
their son James Tallman who was the successor of 
Henry Moffett in the clerkship of Pocahontas courts. 

Boone Tallman, the third son of the early settler, 
went to the Levels often enough to win the affections 
of Mary Poage, daughter of George W. Poage. Their 
children were George, James, Benjamin, who met his 
death by drowning, and Rachel Ann, who became Mrs 
Enoch Burner. 

In reference to the second marriage of James Tall¬ 
man, Senior, we learn that liis second wife was 
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Jemima Gillispie. Their children were Jane, Nancy, 
Margaret, Sally, Samuel, and James. 

Jane Tallman became Mrs William Arbogast and 
settled at Greenbank on the estate now owned by Dr 
Moomau. Their children were William, Janies, 
George, Alcinda, who married In 5 Moore, near 
Dumnore, Margaret, who became Mrs David Maupin, 
first marriage, and Mrs Thomas Maupin, secoud mar¬ 
riage, a much esteemed lady—lately deceased. It was 
her sou Harvey Maupin whose tragic death occurred 
near Marliuton in 1898, while sliding logs. Nannie 
Arbogast the youngest, became Mrs Dr J. P. Moomau 
and lives near Greenbank on the homestead. E. S. 
Moomau, pharmacist at Lewisburg, Dr L. II. Moomau 
at Greenbank, James Moomau, Mary, now Mrs Dr C. 
L. Austin, Misses Flora, Lillian. Boone, Lucy, and 
Frederick are their children. Dr Moomau is a physi- 
ciau of more than forty years standing, and a promi¬ 
nent citizen of affairs. He has represented the county 
in the Legislature of West Virginia. 

Nancy Tallman became Mrs Brannon and lived in 
Lewis County. Margaret Tallman became Mrs Goff, 
and also lived in Lewis County. 

Sally Tallman was married to William Gum, and 
settled on Deer Creek. 

The Tallman relationship has been long and con¬ 
spicuously identified with the development and im¬ 
provement of' important communities. They 

people who aspired to be in everything that pro¬ 
moted the improvement and elevation of their neigh¬ 
bors and. themselves, and their influence has been 
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deeply impressed upon many characters. Though the 
name has well nigh ceased to be heard among us, yet 
the writer is pleased to believe that the spirit of James 
Tallman, the early settler, is yet moving about among 
scores of our families. 


DAVID L. RUCKMAN. 

Fifty years ago one of the most active men in lower 
Pocahontas was David Little Ruckman, Constable of 
the Levels District. He was tall and wiry in person, 
quick and nervous in his movements, and usually rode 
in a rapid trot. He always meant business, and when 
he went to collect a debt the money or property had to 
be in evidence. Were an arrest to be made he nearly 
always found the person that was wanted. His home 
was in the cove near Marvin, and is now 7 occupied by 
his grandson, Mathews Ruckman. 

Full particulars of his ancestry are given in another 
chapter. David L. Ruckman was born on Back creek. 
He had three brothers who lived to be grown. Samuel 
Ruckman, whose son Colonel David V. Ruckman is 
widely known in our county. John Ruckman w r ent to 
Ohio. James Ruckman settled in Illinois. He had 
also these sisters: Fannie, who married John Gum. 
She was the mother of Mrs Samuel Harper, on Knapps 
Creek, and Mrs Martha Ginger, whose son George W. 
Ginger now resides in Huntersville, the village black¬ 
smith. Mr Ginger, her husband, was killed during 
the war. Mary Ann Ruckman went with her brother 
John to Ohio. 
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David L. Ruckrnan came to Pocahontas in 1832 and 
located at the place already pointed out. He married 
Priscilla Wade, daughter of Otho Wade of Highland. 
She was a very superior person in all the relations of 

life. She died in 1860. Her husband died in 1841, 
thirteen years after their removal to Pocahontas from 
their home in lower Highland. 

Charles Ruckrnan, their eldest son, was born in 
Highland County. He was devoted to books and be¬ 
came one of the best scholars of his time. He taught 
school and transacted business for his father. He mar¬ 
ried Maggie Griffin, daughter of Jonathan Griffin, on 
Stony Creek. In the latter years of his life he became 
a rheumatic invalid, but in spite of pain and suffering 
tried to be useful to the last. He moved to Ohio, and 
was survived by a son and daughter, Julia Ann and 
Leonidas. 

The second son Samuel, died at the age of 15 years. 

The third son was John Wade, lately living on the 
old homestead near Marvin. He was born in High¬ 
land, 1824, and was eight years old when the family 
moved to this county. He married Margaret Ann 
Moore. Their son Mathews married Margaret Hogsett, 
daughter of Josiah T. Hogsett, and lives at the home¬ 
stead. Many years since Colonel Ruckrnan lost his 
hearing. Some time before his death one of his eyes 
was seriously affected. Before he was overtaken by 
these jafflictions none seemed to have better prospects 
for wealth and advancement and social prominence. 

< s Watts Ruckrnan was another member of Da¬ 
vid L. Ruckman’s family. He first married Caroline 
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Bruffey, daughter of Patrick Bruffey, near Greenbank. 
By this marriage there was one son, William Wallace 
Ruckman, who now resides near Millpoint, whose wife 
was Miss Lizzie Patton. James W. Ruck man’s sec¬ 
ond wife was Caroline Arbogast, near Greenbank. 
Her sons were Renick and Otlio Ruckman. Otho lives 
near Buffalo Mountain, beyond Greenbank. Renick 
Ruckman is a prosperous citizen on the homestead. 
Her daughter, Nancy Priscilla Ruckman, is now 
Mrs Winfield Slaven, near Millpoint. 

In the war between the States James W. Ruckman 
was a Confederate soldier, and belonged to Captain 
W. L. McNeePs company. While on a scout near 
Edray in 1864, he was captured and sent to Fort Dele- 
ware. Thence he was sent to Richmond for exchange, 
and died before leaving the city. 

Otho Wade Ruckman first married a Miss McClung, 
of Nicholas County. Her daughter became the second 
wife of Levi Waugh, near Edray. tlis second wife 
was Mary Frances Twyman, near Edray. 

Clarissa Ruckman, eldest daughter of David L. 
Ruckman, married Peter Overholt, and is now dead. 

Mary Ruckman married Jacob Cackley, whom she 
survives, and she resides on Stamping Creek with her 
nephew Wallace. 

Catherine Ruckman married Peter McNeel. She is 
dead, but is survived by her daughter, Mrs John S. 
Moore. 

David Ruckman, Junior, the youngest of David L. 
Ruckman’s sons, was a Confederate soldier. He first 
belonged to Captain Smith’s command in Greenbrier 
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County. For a good while his company was assigned 
to General Loring’s body guard. Finally it was at¬ 
tached to a cavalry battallion and ordered to Tennes¬ 
see. He was mortally w f ounded near Morristown, 
Tennesse, and died in a few days thereafter. 

Thus closes the narrative for the present. Charac¬ 
ters have passed under our notice that illustrate what 
may be achieved by persons who diligently make use 
of their opportunities. These persons were patriotic, 
industrious, and endowed with good minds, and have 
left their impress upon their community that makes for 
good morals, conservative citizenship, and intellectual 
improvement. 


ISAIAH CURRY. 

Not long after the war of 1812 Isaiah Curry, a na. 

tive of Rockbridge County, located on Back Allegha. 

liy, at the place now owned by Zechariah Swink. Mrs 

Curry was Abigail Hall of Virginia. These worthy 
persons are the ancestors of the Curry relationship on 
Back Mountain. Late in life they moved to Lewis 
County. Their family consisted of four sons and four 
daughters: William, James, John, Robert, Sally, 
Elizabeth, Anna, and Margaret. 

William Curry was a stone mason, and a very swift 
workman. His wife was Nancy Lytton, of Rock¬ 
bridge, and after his marriage they settled in Lewis 
County, 

James, when about grown, was killed by a falling 
tree while browsing cattle near home. Robert Curry 
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and Isaac Hayse were near him at the time, likewise 
employed. 

John Curry married Virginia Wan less and settled 
on Back Allegnany. During the war he was taken 
prisoner and kept until peace was ratified and the pris¬ 
oners released. He then located in Barbour County. 

Robert Curry married Elizabeth Swink, of Rock¬ 
bridge, aud lived on Back Mountain. In reference to 
his family the following particulars are available: 

His son James was a Confederate soldier, and was 
among the last soldiers killed at Appomattox in 1865. 

Enos married Miss Logan, a daughter of the late 
John Logan, and lives on Back Alleghany. 

Nancy was married to Samuel Hevener, and lives 
on Back Alleghany. 

Charlotte became Mrs Brown Gum and lives in Ran¬ 
dolph. 

Venie became Mrs Jacob Cassell, and lives on Back 
Alleghany. 

Charles married a Miss Burner, and lives on the 
homestead. \ 

Robert Curry was an elder of the German Baptist 
Church. He died in 1881, meeting his death by 
drowning while attempting to ford the Leatherbark. 

In regard to the daughters of Isaiah Curry, the an¬ 
cestor, the following illustrative items are in hand: 

Sally married James Cassell and settled in the far 
west. Elizabeth was married to James Jones, and 
settled in Harrison County. Anna became Mrs Isaac 
Hayse, and located in Barbour County. Margaret be- 
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came Thomas Gal ford’s first wife. 

Thus with the assistance of Mrs L. A. Hefner, on 
Swago, (a grand-daughter of Isaiah Curry), the writer 
has been able to record what has been done in illus¬ 
trating the history of this family relationship. 

Isaiah Curry possessed many good traits of charac¬ 
ter, and he was a fair specimen of the genuine Scotch- 
Irish people. His remote ancestors were among the 
people that suffered for their religious views in the 
north of Ireland, and came to the Valley of Virginia 
seeking a place to worship, unmolested by civil and re¬ 
ligious tyranny. 

A predominant trait in this man’s character was his 
plain, common sense views of profane language. To 
start with, in his home training his mother and father 
had their son to notice that in the ten commandments 
cursing and swearing were forbidden along with mur¬ 
der, licentiousness, and theft. He could not bear the 
idea of being classified with the murderer, the immoral 
and the dishonest, in the sight of Him who has the 
power of life and death, and who is to dispense the 
final rewards and penalties. Hence his speech was 
pure, and he deplored profanity in others. 

As a matter of course Mr Curry’s opportunities for 
observation were not very wide, but still his ideas 
were impressive, and who is prepared to prove them 
incorrect ? So far as it was his misfortune to hear 
profanity, he observed that profane persons were of 
two kinds: There were some profane people who 
were without good advantages in early life and through 
companionship with tough, half civilized people ac- 
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quired profane habits of speech. They may have in 
after years become ashamed of the habit and honestly 
tried to overcome it, but in a state of fret, worry, or 
sudden excitement have forgotten themselves for the 
time being. Simon Peter was probably one of this 
kind, and when confronted by a servant girl about his 
identity began to “curse and to swear,’' and thus be¬ 
trayed the character of his early associations. To Si¬ 
mon’s lasting credit be it remembered that he upon re¬ 
flection became so utterly disgusted with himself that 
he went out and wept bitterly. 

It was Mr Curry’s misfortune, and the disagreeable 
misfortune of society in his day, to have observed that 
there was another class of profane people. Their pro¬ 
fanity was the outcome of their coarse, sacriligious 
characters or dispositions, and were thus to be regard¬ 
ed as moral monstrosities or mental monstrosities, or 
mental degenerates. 

Trained as he had been, this is the way he felt and 

talked about “cussing,” and who can demonstrate 

where he was mistaken in his views ? 


ROBERT BEALE 

About the year 1827 Robert Beale, of Botetourt 
County, Virginia, settled on Elk, a half mile southeast 
of the place where Mary's Chapel now stands. A bed 
of tansy near the roadside maiks the spot where the 
residence stood. The house was built of hewn timbers 
and floored with plank sawn with the whip saw by 
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hand, and was considered an excellent building at that 
time. His wife was Mary Vance Poage, daughter of 
Major William Poage and Nancy Warwick Poage, 

whose home was at Marlins Bottom. She w f as a lady 
of most excellent qualities of mind and heart. These 

worthy young people soon built up an attractive home 

in the forest, and they seemed fully contented with 
their surroundings. The neighborhood was called the 
Old Field Fork of Elk. 

Mr Beale was very energetic and industrious, and 
while he owned servants, he worked with his own 
hands as laboriously as the humblest. It was believed 
he contracted his fatal illness at a log rolling. 

The Sabbath days were mostly spent in prayer meet¬ 
ings and Sabbath school services with the families of 
David Gibson, David Hannah, and Joseph Hannah, 
their-near neighbors, and for the most part held in his 
owti dwelling. Ministers of the gospel made his home 
their place of preaehiug. Dr McElhenney, Revs Kerr, 
William G. Campbell, pioneers of the Presbyterians in 
his region, officiated at his residence, and pleasaut, 
profitable meetings were the result. 

In personal appearance Mr Beale was fine looking, 
his manners were those of a cultivated Christian gen¬ 
tleman. He was sincerely and intelligently pious and 
had he lived there is no estimating the influence he 
might have had all over our county, for he had come to 
stay and make this particular place his home for life. 
His ideal of a home such as he desired was to have 
ample pastures, with flocks of sheep and herds of cattle 
and horses, live removed from the extravagance and 
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allurements of society life, so termed, have books and 
papers and be on pleasant terms with kind and honest 
neighbors. His aims were rapidly materializing in 
this picturesque region, famed for its bluegrass, fertile 
heavily timbered mountains, pure streams, cool, crys¬ 
tal springs, and quiet sheltered dales. His was the 
sagacity to perceive that for all the elements of true, 
happy prosperity for new beginners, no place could 
excel Elk as it then was. Therefore it was a real 
mysterious providence that a person so much needed 
in our county, and in such a sense the right man in 
the place after his own heart, with success just in 
reach, should be stricken with insidious disease, slowly 
pine away and at last die. His death occurred in 
1833. On an eminence overlooking his home, where 
he frequently passed Sabbath evenings in summer with 
his wife and little daughter, his grave was made, and 
he mow waits for the Redeemer to come, as he has 
promised to do to those who love his appearing. 


SAMPSON L MATHEWS, 

Amoug the citizens of prominence in the early his 
tory of Pocahontas County was Sampson Lockhart 
Mathews, the first county surveyor. * His grandfather 
was Sampson Mathews, one of the early residents of 
Staunton, whose wife was a Miss Lockhart, hence the 
name borne, by members of the family connexion. 
She had a sister married to a Mr Nelson, and another 
married to a Mr Clark. Thus the Montgomerys and 
the Mathews became related. 
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The subject of this sketch’ was the second son of 
Sampson Mathews, Junior, and Mary Warwick, daugh¬ 
ter of Jacob and Mary Warwick, of Clover Lick. 
Early in life he manifested an intense desire for an ed¬ 
ucation, and his wishes w f ere gratified. Much of the 
time he passed in studies lie was under the care of Dr 
John McElhenny, who established and for so many 
years conducted the renowned Lewisburg Academy. 

Upon reaching his majority in 1821, young Mathews 
and his father, who had become a widower, moved to 
the farm on Swago now owned by Mrs Mary McClin- 
tic, his only daughter. Father and son lived in this 
manner for several years. 

In 1825 young Mathews was married to Miss Nan¬ 
cy d ter of Thomas Edgar and Ann Mat¬ 

thews, whose farm afterwards became the site now oc¬ 
cupied by the town of Roiiceverte. * was 

the daughter of Archie Mathews, whose residence is 
now Ikuowu an the Alexander farm, three miles from 
Lewisburg. 

He continued his residence on the Swago farm un¬ 
til 1834. In the meantime he received his appoint¬ 
ment as County Surveyor. In a letter written by the 
Hon J. Howe Peyton, in his time one of the most em¬ 
inent members of the Staunton bar, mention is made 
of the first sessions of the Pocahontas Court, and of 
the appointment of Mr Mathews. This letter is to be 
found in Mr Peyton’s biography, an interesting vol¬ 
ume recently prepared and published by his son, Col. 
J. T. Peyton of Staunton. 

Soon after their marriage Mr and Mrs Mathews gatli- 



HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


499 


ered a Sabbath school in their home. Mrs McCollam 
sent her children, Isaac, Ruth, and James. William 
McNeil sent Jonathan, Claiborne, Jane, and Elizabeth 
and Joshua Buckle} r was one of the scholars also. Mr 
Mathews would read a chapter and offer prayer. Mrs 
Mathews did most of the teaching. The exercises 
would open at ten o’clock, and have a recess at noon. 
In the yard was an arbor formed by a luxuriant hop 
vine. Under its shade the children would sit and en¬ 
joy their luncheon, brought from their homes. After 
recess the school would meet and continue two or three 
hours. The summers of 1826 and 1827 were occupied 
in this useful service. 

In 1834 Mr Mathews purchased property in Mill- 
point from Valentine Cackley and James Cackley, and 
resided there the remainder of his life. 

In his religious sentiments lie was a Presbyterian 
from conviction, and for years was the sole represen¬ 
tative of the New School branch. These schools have 
consolidated since the time of his death on terms of 
mutual respect and Christian confidence, and hence the 
wisdom of his position has been vindicated by results. 

He was in declining health for quite a while, and 
awaited his decease with a calmness and self posses¬ 
sion that was the wonder of many and the admiration 
of others. His arrangements were calmly made, his 
instructions were given, and his requests were express¬ 
ed as if all was a matter of course. 

He died September 23, 1854, and was buried in a 
place selected by himself. It commands a lovely pros¬ 
pect in the midst of a landscape famed for beautiful 
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vistas. 


JOHN JORDAN. 

John Jordan, the ancestor of the relationship of that 
name in Lower Pocahontas, was a very worthy native 

of Ireland. By occupation he was a tailor, and 
when he once met a fellow member of the craft after a 
prolonged separation his friend was very demonstra¬ 
tive in the pleasure the meeting afforded him. In his 
joyful exhilaration, as a special manifestation of his 
delight, he struck his friend Jordan on the back of his 
hand with a side blow of his own. This friendly lick 
was so powerful as to inflict a bruise so serious in its 
effects as to necessitate amputation of the arm just be¬ 
low the elbow. Nevertheless he learned to use a hoe 
or an axe to a good purpose in after life. 

Mr Jordan came to this region as a traveling mer¬ 
chant, dealing in Irish linens and other portable mer¬ 
chandise. He was a “hard money” man in his finan¬ 
cial preferences, and converted all paper money he re¬ 
ceived into silver and gold. Miss Miriam McNeel, 
daughter of John McNeel, the Levels pioneer, found 
out in some way that the young merchant had about a 
half bushel of coin, and it seemed to occur to her mind 
that if a person disabled as he was could make that 
much money, he could certainly take good care of her. 
To the surprise of her friends that a nice sensible girl 
as she was should fancy a cripple, she did not discour¬ 
age the attentions of the hustling young Irishman, and 
they were happily married. 
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At that period of our local history a young man’s 
recommendation was his ability to clear land, split 
rails, and grub, but to marry a cripple in store cloches 

was not to be thought of. 

After their marriage Mr Jordan continued to pros¬ 
per in making a living, and purchased some servants 

to wait on the girl that had made such a surprising 
venture as to marry him. He settled on the Millstone 
Run, between Hillsboro and Locust, opening up a 
property now in possession of Isaac McNeel, whose 
wife Miriam Nannie Beard is a grand-danghter of the 
pioneer merchant. There were five sons and three 
daughters: John, Jonathan, Isaac, Abram, Franklin, 
Jane, Nancy, and Martha. 

John Jordan, Junior, married Martha Burnsides on ^ 
the Greenbrier in view of the homestead, and settled 
near Hillsboro, where they spent the remainder of 
their lives. Their children were Christopher, Jona¬ 
than, Mary, Miriam, Nancy, and Jemima. Christo¬ 
pher married Elizabeth Wallace, daughter of Benja¬ 
min Wallace of Bath County, but long a resident of 
Pocahontas. Jonathan married Lucinda, daughter of 
James Sharp, on Beaver Creek. He was a Confeder¬ 
ate soldier, and died at home while on a furlough from 
the army. Mary became Mrs Jacob'McNeel, and liv¬ 
ed on the McNeel homestead. John Henry and Sam¬ 
uel her sons. Miriam married Aaron Hill and settled 
on Hills Creek, Nancy became Mrs George Hill and 
died a few years since at Falling Spring, Greenbrier 
County. Jemima was married to Captain Samuel Gil¬ 
more, and lives in Highland County. 
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Jonathan Jordan, son of the pioneer, first married 
Elizabeth Callisou, daughter of Anthony Callison at 
Locust. Her twin sons John and Anthony died young. 

Jonathan’s second wife was Rebecca Edmiston. They 
settled on Dry Run, the place now in possession of 
Sherman Clark. The children of the second marriage 

were Elizabeth, Rebecca, Miriam, William and James. 

Isaac Jordan, another son of the pioneer, married 
Mary Callison, daughter of James Callison on Trump 
Run, and settled just west of Hillsboro at the spring 
now owned by J. K. Bright. He afterwards moved 
to Davis County, Missouri. Isaac Jordan’s second 
marriage was with the widow of Captain William Ren¬ 
ick, Lafayette County, Missouri. He became a prom¬ 
inent citizen in his adopted State, was commissioner of 
the revenue and justice of the peace. His daughter 
Elizabeth became Mrs Samuel Beard, son of Josiah 
Beard of Locust, and they resided in Missouri near 
Odessa. Mr Beard died recently. 

Abram Jordan married Jane Edmiston, daughter of 
the late Andrew Edmiston, near Locust. She was a 
sister of the distinguished judge Mathew* Edmiston of 
Weston. Abram lived a few years oil the old Jordan 
homestead, and afterwards migrated to Saline 
County, Missouri. Nancy and Lydia were his daugh¬ 
ters. Nancy became Mrs Faulkner, and Lydia was 
married to William Renick, from Greenbrier County. 

lick was an extensive dealer in live stock, and 
was partner in trade with Levi Gay during his sojourn 
in Missouri. 

Franklin Jordan married Martha Edmiston, and 
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went to Missouri. After her decease he married Mrs 
Ballenger, from Ashland, Ky. 

Jane Jordan, eldest daughter of the pioneer, was 
married to the late Major William Blair, and lived 
near Hillsboro. Her sons were Morgan, Claiborne, 
Doctor Franklin, Colbert, and John, who died during 
the war. Morgan Blair married Ann Gay, daughter 
of George Gay, and settled in Iowa. Claiborne Blair 
married Lavinia Bruffey and went west. 

Mrs Jane Blair’s daughters were Frankie Blair, who 
was married to the late Isaac Clutter, and lived on 
Briar Knob, head of Hills Creek. Miriam Blair was 
married to William H.ill, and settled in Iowa. Eliza¬ 

beth Bill air became Mrs John G. Beard, and lives on 
the Blair homestead near Hillsboro. Martha Blair 
was first married to Peter Clark, and after his decease 
she became Mrs Abram Beard, and lived in Renick’s 
Valley, where she-died not long since. 

Nancy Jordan, the second of pioneer Jordan’s 
daughters, was first married to Isaac Callison and went 
west. Her son, James B. Callison, lives at James- 
port, Mo. Her daughter Miriam was married to 
William Walkup, from Greenbrier County, and lived 
in Missouri, where she died. Mrs Walkup’s son is a 
Presbyterian minister. Mrs Nancy Callison’s second 
marriage was with the late George Edmiston near Lo¬ 
cust, lived awhile on the old Andrew Edmiston home¬ 
stead, and finally went to Missouri. 

Martha, the youngest of the Jordan sisters, was mar¬ 
ried to the late Joseph Beard of Hillsboro. For sev¬ 
eral years they lived on Spring Creek in Greenbrier, 
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and then resided in Hillsboro. Her son John Jordan 

Beard married Minerva Edmiston. Their daughter 

Mollic became Mrs C. F. Moore. Harry Beard, one 
of their sons, is a physician in Lewisburg, and J. Fred 
Beard lives at Huntersville. 

Lieutenant J. J. Beard was a gallant Confederate 

officer. He was severely wounded and greatly disa¬ 
bled by wounds received in battle in the lower valley. 
He served for two terms as clerk of both the circuit 
and county courts of Pocahontas. His death occurred 
in 1898. 

Margaret Jane Beard, her eldest daughter, was mar¬ 
ried to Captain William L. McNeel. Mrs George Cal- 
lison, Mrs J. Thrasher, Misses Mary, Pauline, and 
Maggie McNeel are her daughters. Joseph McNeel 
and the late Henry McNeel are her sons. 

Miriam Nancy, Mrs Martha Beard's youngest 
daughter, was married to Isaac McNeel, at Midpoint, 
where they now dwell. Their son Thomas Summers 
is Prosecuting Attorney for Pocahontas County, and 
Harvey Winters McNeel is a physician at Hillsboro. 
Lanty McNeel is at home, and Mary Gold their only 
daughter. 

Mrs Martha Beard died quite recently, over, eighty 
years of age. Some time before her death she was 
disabled by a fall that prevented her from walking for 

the remainder of her life. 

Thus far we have been able to record something in 

memory of a very worthy and rather remarkable per¬ 
son. If the reader has derived any pleasure from this 
sketch his thanks are largely due James McCollam and 



HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


505 


the late Mrs Nancy Callison, upon whose retentive 
memories the writer has drawn for most of the partic¬ 
ulars here given. 

John Jordan, the pioneer, was one of the original 
ruling elders of the Oak Grove Presbyterian church. 

His house was open to Methodist and Presbyterian 
ministers without any apparent discrimination, arid for 
years was one of the main preaching places for Metho¬ 
dist ministers. He donated the site for the Methodist 
church near his residence. This church was destroyed 
by fire about sixty years ago. In its time this was the 
most comfortable building of the kind in Pocahontas in 
possession of that sect. In his death Mr Jordan was 
greatly mourned, for many felt they had been bereav¬ 
ed of a true and useful friend. He was buried near 
the ruins of the Millstone Run Church, and his grave 
seems to have been nicely cared for. A neatly carved 
stone (the handiwork of the late John Bruffey) marks 
the place where a good man rests in hope. His life’s 
duty is done, and with tears of genuine affection he 
was tenderly laid under the trees, planted by the un¬ 
seen hand of the God he served. 


JOHN BRADSHAW* 

In his day and generation one of the most conspicu¬ 
ous citizens of our county was John Bradshaw, Esq., 
of Huntersville. His residence was on ths site now 

occupied by the “Lightner House” belonging to Amos 
Barlow. John Bradshaw was a native of England. 
Bradshaw is a historic name in England—as readers of 



